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THE 


' Preface. 


@3 H E Author of theſe 
2\ Papers does eaſily 
foreſee , that this 

following Dif- 

courſe will not be 

| welcome to ſundry 
# ſorts of Readers: As for thoſe that 
are curious , and that ace pleafed 

' only with Novelties, he expeds 
# tobe deſpiſed by ſuch. For he 
| knows, that theſe Athenians ſpend 
A 3 their 


{ 
: 
; 
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their time in hearing or telling 
{ſome new thing, and he will not 
wonder that theſe men ſhould 
call him Bab/er. Nor does he 
much value the Cenſures of thoſe 
men that had rather be /earned 
than Holy, But yet he hopes, if 
the following diſcourſe carry 
with ic #rutþ, that he ſhall not 
deſerve a Cenſure, becauſe it is 
not #r/m as well as true ; For as 
Fe wasat firſt caſt upon theſe Me« 
ditations, to ſupply the neceſſ}- 
ties of ſuch as requiredall plain- 
neſs of ſpeech, ſo it js now made 
publick for the benefit of ſuch : 
And if roany ſuch, whoſe hearts 
are better than their heads, this 
Treatiſe ſhall afford any ſpiritual 
advantage, the Author will molt 
chear{ul.y undergo the ſcorn of 
the more curious Reader ; ſince 
his deſign in publiſhing theſe 
things 
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things was, not toentertain the 


| Reader with quaint and aiery 


forms of ſpeech, but , faithfully 
to repreſent to him the great necel- 
ſicy of reformation in heart and 
lifeeÞ And certainly , it-w ould 
be a great picce of vanity in ſo 


weighty a matrer as this i*, to 


flouriſh with affe&ged and oſten- 
tatious forms of ſpeech ; And 
ſome men. would queſtion the 
truth of what we ſay, if we 
ſhould dreſs our Diſcourſes in 
ſucha Pedantry as Boyes do their 
Declamations. That man would 
be very cruel that ſhould ſee his 
Neighbours houſe on fire, but 
yet would not give his Neighs 
bour notice of his danger , ti l] he 
had ſtudied a quaint ſpeech tode- 
liver the ſad tidings with. When 
the flamesof Hell are approaching 
apace to the men we preach to , 
A 4. the. 
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the danger will command us to 
be earneſt , but not oblige us to 
be eloquent, We muſt-rather do 
as the Angels did by Lot, who 
inſtead of halding him with an e- 
loquent Harangue , told him 
plainly of the danger that did 
approach, and while he lingred, 

laid their hands on him , and 
brought him out of the City, 

To others this following Diſ- 
courſe will be unwelcom ; not 
only becauſe it hath been ſo 
hardy to come abroad in pubftick, 
when chere are ſoy many Books al- 
ready that can find no entertain- 
ment : But a!fo becauſe this Ar- 
gument hath already been handled 
by men of great worth and name. 
And indeed it cannot be denied 
that the world is too full of 
Books , and that this ſubje@ hath 
been inſiſted on by men of great 
abi- 


PS, 
_ 
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abilities, But then every one 
does not meet with what hath 
been faid , nor can every. one un- 
derſtand them , and there are ve» 
ry few that heed. them, and yet 
is the thing it ſelf of very great 
concernment to. the ſouls of men. 
And indeed, .confidering how 
frequently men dejude themſelves 
with a promiſe of death-bed Re- 
pentance, and how they tran(+ 
egreſs in the mean time , and make 
their Accounts ſwellz and the 
Author having had too much ſad 
experience in the prevailing 
of this conceit among thoſe thac 
have been committed to þ1s care, 
thought himſelf obliged to bear 
witneſs againſt ſuch a miſtake as 
is at once both very. common and 
very perutciow's. 

But there is another ſort of 
Readers, who though thry may: 
Ag peruſe. 
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peruſe the things that are here of- 
fered , and let them paſs without 
a-cenſure, will not be perſwaded 
to an efteQual and ſpeedy Refor: 
mation, The moſt undeniable 
Reaſons, the moſt paſſionate Exe 
horeations, the moſt earneſt 1n- 
treaties will not prevail with 
them preſently to forſake all 
their fins, and to love and ferve 
God. They will til] put the e- 
vil day ſar from them, and pro- 
miſe themſelves z2i/zze and gr ace e- 
nough to repent hereafter; and if 
on? ſhould riſe from the dead, and 
from the damned, yet would they 
not be perſwaded to make haſte, 
Theſe men are buried in ſenſual 
delightsand pleafbres, and have 
acquainted themſelves with thoſe 
things only that gratifie and 
pleaſe the animal life , they have 
been brought up in ſin and fooliſh 
pleaſures 
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pleaſures, and caught to admire” 
the pomp and gaiety of this pre- 
ſent world, and to purſue ear- 
neſtly the deſignes of their pride, 
and luſt, and covetouſneſs, and 
think that a little after-care about 
their ſouls, a few hopeful words 
at laſt will ſatisfie Almighty God 
for all. They know ſome care: 
muſt be taken about their ſouls 
before they die ; that they muſt 
repent and amend, and this they 
reſolve to do ſome time before 
their death. 

I ſhall not forbear to ſay ſome- 
thing to ſuch a man that thus 
de lays his repentance, over and! 
above what he may find in the <n- 
ſuing Diſcourſe ,by which it will 
appear, however he may deceive - 
his own ſoul, that when he puts. 
off his repentance to; hereafter, 


Ia all probability he will never 
repent: 


po —__— —— 
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repent atall, butdie in his fins » 
and be miſerable to all eternity, 
And to convince ſuch a man, that 
this may very jultly be preſumed 
and feared, I ſhall deſire him to 
conſider with me the following ſe- 
verals, which will wake It very 
probable, that whereas he ſays 
he will repent hereafter , that yet 
he wil never repent at all. 

[ 1.] Conſider, tho1 that ſay- 
eſt thu wilt repent hereafter, 
what ſhould be the reaſon why 
thou canſt not do it wow; and 
whether the very ſame reaſon that 
higders thee from reforming ow, 
will not a/ways hinder thee : Say 
what it is , thou that makeſt theſe 
celayzs, that keeps thee from re- 
forming p. eſently ; 15 it the want 
of power todo it, and how doſt 
thou know thy ability will be 
greater hereafter than noy? Is 
It 


F 
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it becauſe the Rules of the Goſpel 
are ſevere and ſtri& , and will 
they not beas ſevere hereafter as 
now they are ? Or doſt thou hope, 
that God will vnbend his Laws, 
which arc una terable, and ſtoop 
to thy profaneneſs? Or doſt 
thou delay thy amendment, be- 
cauſe thy (ins are many ard great, 
and thou deſpaireſt of mercy ? 
And will not the heap be as great 
hereafter as now 2 Is it thy 
worldly buſineſs, and will it not 
always beſo2 That whichnow 
hinders thee will alwaysdo fo,ti.l 
It is taken out of the way : things 
landing as they are, the ifſue 
and event muſt needs be the ſame. 
That wh'ch makes thee unfit 7g 
day, wi;l make thee as unfit zo 
morrow; Nay 


[2] More 
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8. ] More unfit, Thou art” 
Eitivs fibi plas Ke tO be more un- 


garum Caro fic every day than 
fociatur quod Qther... It is here 
non diu hiare . 
permittirur. as In a wound or 
Salv.ed Ecch, fyre, the longer it 
Cath. |. 1. . 

continues, the more 
hard it 1s to cure it, whereas a 
timely dreſſing may cure it quick- 
ly: Adiſeaſethatis timely taken 
is eaſily cured ; but if it ſtay 
till it havealtered the blood, and 
have amaſted together a load of 
filth, and deſtroyed the tone and 
ſtrength of the principal parts , 
and brought ina general i}] habit 
of body's it may then be paſt all 
remedy. Whatever unfits thee 
now, will make thee much more 
unfit hereafter. For as the work 
will then be more hard, ſo will 
thy ſtrength be weaker, thy time 
ſhorter , thy diſcouragements 
| oreater 
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oreater , and thy temptations 
and objeftions more and more 
ſtrong than they were before. He 
that thinks of repenting on his 
death-bed, ſhould remenþer that 
he will have a greater task to do, 
and leſs time and ſtrength to do it 
in thannow he tath. 

If thy fins are ſo many and ſo 
great now , that thou doſt almoſt 
deſpair of mercy , — they 
will be more and greater then: if 
it be troubleſom to thee now to look 
back upon thy old ſcores,ſurely there 
will be more of labour and diſcou- 
ragement init, to undo and unravel 
the many fins of a long life : if now 
thou ink the Commanas of 
Ghrifſt ſevere and ſirif , certainly 
hereafter, when thuu haſt been 
more engaged in (in, and longer 
weaaded tothe world , andthyluſts 
are faſter rivetediothy ſoul , thou 
wils 
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wilt think more hardly of a holy life, 
and the Commanas of Chriſt will be 
more grievous to thee, If now it be 
ſo hard a task, what wilt thou think 
it when thy day is almoſt ſpent, and 
thy Sun a ſetting! If it be hard 
now to caſt out the unclean ſpirit , 
and bind the ſtrong man, what 4 
task will it be when there are more 
evil ſpirits to caſt out? Ifthe E- 
thiopian can change his skin, or 
the Leopard his ſpots, then may 
yealſo do good, that area ccu- 
ſtomed to do evil. 

[2.] Conſider. thou that ſayeſt 


thou wilt repent hereafter , whe- 
ther thin haſt not formerly promiſed 
Forepent, and yet broken thy word ; 
and if thou haſt, why ſhouldeſt thcu 
believe thy ſelf again! Diaſtthiu 
never upon ſome ſick bed , or undty 
ome great danger, make a Vow, 
that if Ged would deliver thee, he 
{bould 
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ſhould be thy Gord , and yet for alt 


that , when the danger hath been 
over, thou haſt returned to thy ſins 
and evil ways again. And haſt 
thou not 4s much reaſon 4s ever to 
think ; that as thou didſt then but” 
diſſemble with God , fo now thou 

ardſt but mock him. Thy deceitful 

heart is ſtill in thy breaſt, and as 

ready to impoſe upon thee as ever it 

WAS. 

[.4-] Conſider , thou that ſayeſ# 
thou wilt repent tomorrow, when 
this marrow will come ; Thou wilt 
repent hereafter thou ſayeſt, but 
that is an uncertain and unlimited 
word, , whereas God limiteth a 
certainday, ſaying, To day if 
ye will hear his voice, Heb. 4.7. 
And again, Behold now is the ac- 
cepted time , behold now 1s the 
day of ſalvation, Cor,6.2, God 
ſays Now, we ſay Hereafter ; God 


ſays 


The Preface. 
ſays to day ; we ſay , to morrow: 
Gods time is come , but when will 
onr time come ? It is a worthy ſay- 
ing of owe of the Ancient: , "Avgroy 
db ToTs Aajfaver TAG That , (0 
morrow hath no end. And it were 
Moda & mod - Welt if it were pot 
ron haben #00 often verified in 
modum. 448%: the dangerons delay 
of ſinners , whoſe to morrow and 
hereafter hath. many. times. no 
bounas or ſtops, and is as far from 
coming to an end, asan eternity it 
ſelf. For he that makes delays 
makes no progreſs at all, and is 
therefore very elegantly compared 
by Solomon, to a door that is turn- 
ed upon its hing?s, Prov. 26, 
14. For as ſuch a door, though it 
may be opened and clap'dtoo, yet 
makes noprogreſs at all, being held 
by the hinges to which it is faſten: 
ea: So the ſhath(ul ſinner is held 
faſt 
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faſt by his delays till he be unhinged 
by « very effetFual change, He 
that uſes delays , bow fair ſo ever 
he ſpeak , yet does not advance at 
all: He is like the hindermoſt wheels 
of a Chariot or Coach , which are 
indeed near the foremolt wheels, 
and ſeem to run with a deſign to 0+ 
vertake them, but yet being faſten- 
ed to a lower Axle-tree, they never 
make any nearer approaches to them. 


Nam quamvis prope te, quamvis 
temone ſub uno 

Vertentem ſeſe, fruſtra ſeabere 
canthum, 

Cum rota poſterior curras & in 
axe ſecundo. 


| There is no end of theſe delays ; 
They are the devils device to draw 
thee into an inevitable deſtruttion; 
't1s the fluggard that ſays, Yet a 
little 
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little fleep, a little lumber;a litt'e 
folding of the hands to ſleep, ſo 
ſhall his poverty come as one that 
travelleth, and his want as an 
Armed wan. The Devil can well 
endure thou ſhoulsſt promiſe tore- 
form hereafter , as long as in the 
mean time thin liveſt in thy ſins. 
But it ts a great peradventure whes 
ther ever we ſhall repent or not , if 
we ao not doit preſently. For ti 
likely that he that promiſes to mor- 
row -t0 begin his repentance (and 
perhaps huth aone- for ſome years 
paſt, ) ſhould, when to morrow 
comes promiſe the next aay , and ſo 
onwards till there be no time left to 
run out. This is well exprelt by 
the Satyriſt. 


- 
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Cras hoc fict idem ; cras fiet 3 
quid quaſi magnum 

Nempe diem donas ? Sed cum lux 
al:era venir, 

Jam cras heſternum conſumſimus ; 
E cce aliud cras 

Eperit hos annos, & ſemper pau» 
lum crit u;tra. 


| To morrow ſhall my work be done, 


Or., when to morrow's paſt ani 
(gone, 
The next day (hall my morrow be, 


A day ſhall break no ſquares with 
(me, 


ile grants to) tittle that doth give 
Eut one aay both to turn and live. 


Ems 
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But when another day's come on, 


Ozr firſt to morrow's fled and 
( £one ; 


Another morrow then makes haſt, 
And our remaining time dothwaſt : 
And thus we make no ſtops, but ſay 
We ſtill expe&# another day. 


And therefore I ſhall earneſtly 
beſeech the Reader to uſe no more 
w4in delays, but to haſten out of his 


ſons and immediately to turn unto 


the Lord his God , who will be 
better to him than all his worldly 
profits and pleaſures can, This 
if he do at all , he muſt ao it quick- 
ty: We muſt tread upon thorns 
while our ſhoesare upon our fee: 2 
There can be no fitter opportunity 


than the preſent to ſet upon this 
wor k 


The Preface. 
work, He that depends upon his 
laſt hour ts like to be deceived: 
The Fews have a ſaying to this pur- 


poſe worth our heeding , That he 


chat puts off the hour, the hour 
ſhall put him off. He that neg- 
letts the preſent ſeaſon out of hopes 


of one to come, is likely to be decery- 


' ed at laſt. 


Now the Lord grant, that what 
is here offered may do good 20 the 
ſouls of men. That we may ſo ef- 
feually lay theſe things to heart , 


\ that they maynot make for our cons 
: demmnation at that great day, If 


the Reader receive any advantage 
by what is here offered, the Author 
defires him firſt to give God the 
praiſe, and then to prayifor him 
that hath made theſe things pub- 
lick, that when he preaches to 


; others he himſelf may not be a caſt- 


away, 
THE 


(1) 
THE 


Toung-Mans DOTY, 
Oc. 


Here cannot be a more 
dangerous, nor is there 
a more prevailing error 
amongſt thoſc that call 
themſclves Chriſtians 
than this , that though 
we lead our livesas weliſt, yet we (hall 

7 be undoubtedly happy hercatter, if upon 

27 our Death-beds it repent us of our fins, 

| when yet by repenting we mean no more, 
but a crying unto God for mercy, and a 

; Crying out upon our ſelves as great tin- 

7 ners: It wecan, like the Serpent, be. 

| come ſtreight before we die, though our 

! whole life were crooked ard peryerle , 

we 
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we ſhall think well of our fclves, and® 


ſhall be thought to have made a godly 
and comfortable end, and to be unquelt- 
tonably gone to a better place, Thu: 


will a charitable Neighbourhood judge, | 


and perhaps the Preacher too at the Fu- 


ncrals will conjidently pronounce it,and * 
then tis ealily bclieved 3 and every lin- ; 


ner comforts up himlclt in his evil ways, 
and thinks to g:t to Heaven at alt at as 
cheap a rate. By this means the great 
purpoſcs of the Goſpel are 'made'vaid;, 
and thedclign ofour Saviours appearing, 


defcated : Men think a gvod lite is'not - 


of abſolute neceflity in-order to theix fu- 


ture happineſs, and they take n6:longer | 


care how they live, the moki they kim at 


45, that they may die with a parcel of 
good words:in thcir mouths. They run 7 
on in their {ins in the mean waile, and : 


think it will beſoon enough to repent 
when they make their Wills , or when 


_ they lie a dying: Thus the poor inner | 


£$ blinded, and makes haſte to fill up the 
meaſure of his i iniquity, and repents not 


till he do It with the Flames of Hell a- * 
bout : 


w_— ws tas os 6O% > wo wm=y © 
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* bout him, till it be too late , and to no 


purpoſe. Many that are row in cternal 


: torments, made haſt to them with theſe 
S © fooliſh hopes about them: And we that 


remain behind them are poſting on apace 
to the ſame lamentable defiruction 3 I 


* ſhall endeavour, with Gods athliance, to 
: difabuſe ſuch men as theſe, and to ſhew 


them their great miliake, betore they 
feel the fad effects of it in ſorrows that 
are unſpeakable. i (hall ſhew the very 


; great untruth, as well as the unreaſona- 


bleneſs, and infinite danger of this con= 


- ceit, and take off all thoſe popular pre- 


tences and exceptions which the finner 


' can bring to confirm himſelt in his mis= 


belief. God Almighty grant, that what 
is offered may bca mcans to ſtop the fin- 


; ner in his career, and fend him home to 
* himſelf, and to his God. I do conjure 


the Reader, as he loves his own ſcul,and 
as he would not be eternally miſcrable,' 


* that he wwuld conſider ſeriouſly what is 
' here offered, that he would do it in his 


retirement and calmeſi thoughts, re- 


' flectivg how far he is concerncd in thele 


B 2 things, 


4 The Young Yans Duty. 


things : 1 (hall proceed and ſhew the 
great vanity of this conceit by ſundry 
Arguments. 


; C H A P. L 


"Nd firſt of all, this will appear tobe 


a great miltakegif we do but.conli- 
.der duly the nature of true repentance; 
,whickChowever we thruſt it into a nar- 
OW room ) we ſhall.tind to be a duty 


-moredifficult & comprehentive,& which 


requires more time and pains:than men 
are gencrally apt to believe it docs. For 


though we frequently ſpeak of Repen- 
;tance,and pretend to it,and hear it prea- 
.ched of, yet, 1 fear, 
derſiood and leſs practiſed 3 and when 


men {fo little -underſtand what Repen- 


tance is, it is no wonder that they miſ- 
take ſo widely.in this whole Afﬀair. The ': 


doctrine ot Repentance is the foundati- 
on of .the Spiritual building, Heb.6. 1, 


which if it be not well laid , we build - 


our.houſe upon the Sands , and ſuch an 


houſe muſi needs fall, Mat.7.27, Before | 
I come to ſhew whatRepentance r - : 


it is but little un- -: 


tne 
Jr 


be 
tis 
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Hall vindicate it from thoſe miſtakes: 
that men are in2bout it. 

1» They are much miftaken that 
think Repentance po more but a parcel 
of good words, a loud crying to God for: 
mercy, and exclaiming againlt our ſelves: 

$ great {inncrs: This we can caſily doy 

nd love our fins nevertheleſs when we 
han done ; it breaks none of our bones 
to do this , it puts us to no painat all, 
may, we cando it, and yet be inwardly 
pleaſed with our fin in the mean-while 3 
this is all the Repentance that many men 
have or aim at; they lin, and they con- 
fcſs, but then they fin again, and confeſs 
again , and Keep this reund while they 
live. Many men do that which alittle 
before they confeſt was 


their fin, and they will Eadem perd om. 


nes jugiter fact= 


| confels it again preſently, unt que fecifh 


and yet go on to com- ſe pl ingunt. 
mit again the ſime Solv.de Gut, 
things. This black Circle P<1 0Þ.3: 
tas one well ſaid) of Six , and confeſs , 


Confeſ7 and fin,encompoſſes as well Prote, 
\ſtants as Papiſts., We think our ſclves 


-W 3 yery 
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very ſafe in this Circle, and that our fins 
cannot do us more hurt than our Confe(- 
tion docs us good: But certainly, we have 
yery baſe & low thoughts of God,if we 
think to charm and cheathim thus ea- 
fly. if vac think he will be mocked with 
{uch inef-ctual confclions as theſe are; 
What man wou'd endure ſuch uſage as 
this! Will ourNcipbour be pleaſed with 
us , becauſe we conteſs we have done 
him wrong , when helces we continue 
todo fo fill ? This were indeed an ealie 
way to Heaven, a very lick man,and the 


moſt guilty might ſoon do- this : þ ſhall 


tranſcribe the words of a grave Author 


upon this occalion: If. fays 
Sir W,.Raw- P Y, } 


keigh his Pre- he, according to St. Peter, 


Ficetothe the righteous ſhall ſcarcely 


Hiſtory ofthe be ſaved,and that God ſpa- | 
Worl. red not his Angels, where © 
ſhall thoſe appear,wbo having ſerved their | 
appetites all their lives, preſume to think, 
that the ſevere Commandments of the All-: 


Powerful God wrre given but in ſport, 
and that the ſhort breath we draw when 
deaty preſſeth us, if we 624 but faſhion it 
#0 


oo 
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ing ® the ſound of mercy, is ſufficient ?-- But 
fe. What (hall we call 2 diſejteemiag, an op- 
ve Poſing . or (indeed) a mocking of God, if 
we Woe men do not oppoſe him, diſejteem him 
1. #1ud mock bim,, that think, it enough for 
ith God, to ak bim forgiveneſs at leiſure , 
re: With the remainder and laſt drawing of a 
malicious breath * For what do they 6- 

th therwiſe that die this kind of well-dying, 
ne but ſay unto God as followeth 2 Webe- 
ne Jeecy thee, O God , that all the fulſhoods, 
lis Jorſwearings, and treacheries of our lives 
bo 5 may be pleaſing unto thee, that thou 
11} Iyilt for our ſakes ( that have bad no lei- 
Jare to do any thing for thine ) change thy 
ys #ature (though impoſſihle ) 21d forget to be 
- @juft God, that” thou wilt love injuries 
ly zand oppreſſians,, call Ambition, wiſdom, 
of o_ Charity, foolihneſs. Certainly 
*theſe wiſe Worldlings have either found 
out a new God, or made one, and in all 
* likelihood, ſuch a leaden one as Lewis the 
{eleventh ware in bis Cap, which when * 
! be caſed any that he feared or hated to be 
1hilled , he would take it from his head, 
| andki[s it beſeeching itto pardon him this 


4 one 


Dr 
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one evil Al mare, and it ſhould be the 
laſt , Mockeries indeed fit to be uſed to- 
wards a leaden, but not towards the ever- 
living God. Thus he. Certainly , the 
Devil can well endure we ſhould confeſs 


our tins, if we for{:ke them not ; we * 


{ha!l not much diſturb him by ſpeaking 
againti his works, if we deſtroy them 
not, Theſe are words of courſe, that 
neither trouble the devil, nor yet pleaſe 
God. The Souldier of Chriſt muſt 
fight .as well as thus bid dchance agaialt 
his fins, 
Mem#on heard one of his Souldiers to 
rail againſt the Grecian King, againſt 
whom he was entertained to tight , that 


Vide Plat. 4s 


Pn. did not maintain bim to 
rail, but ts fight againjt Alexander. Cer- 
tainly we (hill ſhew at once more cou- 
rage, as well as more lincerity, by for- 
faking our fins, than by ſpeaking evil of 
them, 

2, They are much miſtaken that think 
allſorrow that ari(cs in their minds, up- 
on 


” =” > 
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Plutarch tells us, that when 


he firoke him with his _ 


[ance,and told him, He . 
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on occalion of their fins, 15 trae Repen- 


' tance. As if any ſorrow, occalioned by 


reaſon of our ins, were that {orrow 
which is after a godly ſort. Such men 
are ready tothink , that a melancholick 


+ fit, a few fighs and grones, an hanging 
{down the head like a bulruſh, and a re- 


tiring a while from our micth and com- 
pany.a four face , and moiſt eyes make 
up the whole and ſum of Repentance. 
This certainly is-a very wide miltake , 
for though this forrow may be a liep to, - 
or a companion of true Repentance, yet 
alone it comes much ſhort of the main 
work, For fuch men as theſe many times * 
diſlike the puniſhment, not the fault 
and grieve not ſv much becauſe theme - 
ſelves are wicked , as becauſe God: is * 
jult, Their tm brings a trouble upon * 
them, it is the #rauble , not the fin that 
makes them ſyrrowtul., They have 
a certain Preſage of the uncaſineſs of the 
flames of Hell, their galled and aking 
conſcience flies in their faces , they feel 
heavy tirokes upon their hearts , for 
thoſe fins which theworld docs not fee. 

F B 5 T:.13 
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This makes them pale, and dumpi(h 
when they receive upon their Souls the 
Icſſcr ſtrokes of Hell , and when they 
{ce the hand- writing point at them. — 
Tacita ſudant precordia culpz, This 
will make the ſtouteſt ſon of Auakbend, 
and yet does it not make him a true Pe- 
nitent. For thc molt wicked men may 
repent at this rate, and many times doe 
it : Thus Judas, when he had betray- 
ed our Saviour , when he ſaw he was 
condemned , repented himſelf, Mat. 27. 
3. That is, his Conſcience had told him 
he had done greatly amis in that he had 
betrayed innocent blood, v. 4. He had 
a great ſorrow upon him , a moſt exccſ- 
five grief upon his mind , fo great and 
io preiting , that there are that are rea- 
dy to think , that (howcver our Tran- 
{1:tion tclis us., that he went and hayg- 
ed himſelf) he died of 
grict and ſorrow, that 
there wasno Other thing that ſtrangled 
and choaked him but that : For it is 
ihougnt, the word which we tranſlate 
»7:g's bamſclf, fignities being oppreſs'd 
with 
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with gricfand melancholy, with a for- 


"row '.» tar from a godly forrow, that it 


workcth death: Judas being tirangled 
with his grict and forrow, when yet no 
man will think that he had any repen- 
ta'ce unto lite. Thus we tind an Avab 
rend ng bis. clothes, putting o# ſack- 
cl-th 7700.4 his fl ll aay. faſting, Iving 142 + 


= 1th , and going ſoftly , I Kings 2 21 


» in Gs much that God h nmſelt takes 
ks how he humbles himſclt ; Others ' 
we may find howling upon = beds, 
Hol. 7. 14. and: yct they are far from 


true Repentance, tor it ſcems thcy did 


not cry. unto God with their bearts z their 
want. made them howl indeed , but not 
repent ; for they aſſembled for corn and 
wine , and yet rebelled againgt Gods The 
diſgrace, and ſhame, and miſery which 
the ſinners wickedneſs has brought up- 
on him may make him truly ſorrewful, 
when yct he is far from being truly pe- 
nient, Thee things may humble the 
{1nncr greatly ,and this Humiliation may 
keep oft from him ſoine temporal judg- 
ment , but will not ſecure him from an 
eternal one, 3+ They 


——— 
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3» They are as much miſtaken that 
fake paſſionate reſolutions of amend- 
ment for Repentance , that mittake the 
purpole and intention for the thing it 
fcIf, Weare indeed ſometimcs in good 
mcods, and then we are rcfolved for 
Heaven, and for an holier life. Thus 
it 15 many times with ſome men , that 
notwithſtanding all this are ſlaves to 
the Devil , and led captive by him at 
his wil!. Such men find they are in great 
Navery, through the chains and fetters 
wit'1 which the Devil and their own luſt 
hat i bound them 3 theſe out of a ſence 
of this arc ready to fay : Let ws break 
their bands aſunder , and caſt their 
c:r4s from us, Theſe men are ſurfcted 
by their fins, laſhed by their Conſciences, 
tcrrined by thcir convictions , or 
ſomc.times awakened by the judgments 
of God that toilow them, and then they 
rc{ol1e moi paſſhonately to lay by their 
froub. cloine tins, and walk in the more 
pleafzit and more lightfome ways of 
Pcaces How happy were it for them if 
they had courage and conſtancy enough 
lO 
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to do what they ſo well refolve: But 


alas ! theſe men (though they call theſe 
purpoſes by the name of Repentance)re. 
turn quickly to their vomit and wallow 
in the mire: And then their Actions 
teſtifie to their faces they did but diC. 
ſemble with God. Theſe purpoſes are 
like the ſudden reſolutions that ſome 
young men take up , that have beeq in. 
temperate the laſt meal, to faſt the next, 
becauſe their late exceſs has lajd Jan un- 


' ealic load upon them, which then they 


find very burdenſom 3 but when time 
hath wrought off the heavineſs of the 
firſt exceſs, they forget their vow of 
Faſting quickly 3 what the Apoſtle ſaid 
of ſome, that they are ever learning, 
and yet never come to the knowledge of 
the truth, is truc of thoſe men; they are 
ever repenting, and yct never arrive at 
true repentanuce. 

4. Tiey are miſtaken that think eve- 
ry outward abſtaining from the groſſes 
acts of tin, cither deſerves the name of 
Repentance, or that it is any certain fign 
of it. It is poſſible we may abſtain from 

ſome 
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ſome ſin, and be as faulty in ſomething 
elle. 


| — Non ego avarum 
Cum veto te flert, vappam Horat, 
jubeo, ant Nebul:nem. 


One diſ:aſe may leave a man, and 
yet another may invade and arr i yl, 
which is as dangerous, Mcn ; 14G 
one {in for another, ©! y 
forſake all. And ſuch av £5... 1, iy 
judge very pardonable, Thiicy cow nute 
ſome one {in for ſome cthcr that they e-, 
ſteem mire exp:dient. They leave their 
youthful Jutts perhaps when they grow 
in years. but then they, axe flaves to 
Covectouſneſs or Ambition, or cl{e are 
overgrown with Atheiſm or. unbelict, 
Men will part with ſome (in they. can 
beſt ſpare, or not fo wel) follow. , and 
think they, have well acquitted them- 
ſelves, though Agazg and the tattetl of 
the flock , their moſt detirablc tins, bez 
ſparcd. They will perhaps avoid the 
grofler cnormitics which the World ob- 
{crvcs 


oe OC 
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Ferves moſt, and yet be full of more re- 
ined , ſpiritual and mental wickedneſs, 


They will not ki}, but yet bate their 
brother , or are angry with bim without 
# cauſe, They do not commit adultery 
Þut yet they allow themſelves to /rft, 
They leave that fin which eicher they 
dare not or cannot follow z and not be- 


*cauſe they hate their fin , or love their 
'2God: Some Vices they abſtain from , 
not out of diſaffe&tion , but out of Po- 
icy. Some other luſt , it may be , has 
either more power, or more expedi- 
- fence: Nay, perhaps they ſacrihce ſome 
* of their luſts to the Religion they own , 
'> which they know exa&s an obedience 
'» from them : It.ſhall have ſome {ins de- 
2 voted to deftruQtion that the reſt may 
*2 live: and thus men do not only abſtain 


+ from ſome ſins, that they may keep 0+ 


* thers ſafe, but even ſirive againſt them 


too. And upon theſe terms Satan him- 

felf Cas one hath well ſaid) will allow us 

| to mortifie ſome ſins, nay, will bimſelf 

|. caft the firſt tone at them; and like a 

| rooking Gameſter purpoſely liſe theſe petty 
| ſtakes 


=" 
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ſtakes , that be may afterwards ſweep the 


board. 

Theſe things 1 have named, are not 
worthy the name of Repentance, nor yet 
are they any certain or infallible ſignes 
of it : Though where there is true Re- 
pentance , there theſe things allo are 3 
Repentance requires this, and more than 
all this. It is.a greater work, and makes; 
a greater change than all the before-na- 
med particulars do amount unto 3 it im- 
ports no lefs than a Relinquiſhing all our 
fins, anda turning unta God, He that 
truly repents puts away every evil thing . 
and ſubducs not only his tin, but his at- 
feRion to it alſo. He puts off the Old 
man, and puts on the'New, For Repen- 
tance imports. 

I. A turning from our ſins: A cea-: 
fing to do evil, 1(a.1.16. A leaving off 
our evil ways, and our evil affections : 
That is. we mult turn from all our evil. 
from every fin, before we can be faid 
to have repentcd truly, and not only 
leave our fin but hate it too : But that 
this may be the better underſiood we 
may 


the | may take theſe following particulars. 
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(1) It is turning from our {in when 
we have power to commit it. Ot many 
men it may be truly faid , that their ſin 


| rather leaves them, than they that : Tn 


leave off our fin when we can follow it 
no longer deſerves no thanks, much leſs 
the name of true Repentance. It 15 too 
true an obſervation of Siracides , There 
is, ſays he, that is bindred from finning 
through want, chap. 20. v. 21, We 
want (irength, or means, or an opportu- 
nity and temptation, oftner than we do 
a-will to commit fin. He that follows 
his luſtstill a decrepit age hath put out 
his fires He that drinks and games till 
he hath ſpent his eſtate and his credit 
too: Ina word , he that 

continues in his fin as peccare non deſi 
Jong as he 1s able to nit, quem in ex- 
follow it, does not for- tremir ſetun rece- 
ſake his fin, but his fin «© <riainieus 


ſola faci: impeſſi 


forſ3kes him. The man %jtzus, non ws 


. is the fame though his luntas Salvy. ad 


{trength and power be ecc|.Cathol, lib. 


not : His Actions are © 5 
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not what they were, but his mind is : 
And certainly God looks upon a man as 
he is in his mind and inclination , not 
as he 1s forced to be jn his outward car- 
riage.. He 15a Thief in Gods account 
(though he actually ſteal nothing ) that 
would not fear to ſteal if he were ſure 
that his wickedn: {s might be hid or go 
unpurihed, And he 6 4 drunkard in 
Gods account, that would commit that 
exceſs, were it not that he wanted 
means, or feared the Magiſtrate : Where 
there js true rep: ntance , the forſaxing 
our fin 15 mitter of -hyice, not neceſſity, 
We do not only 2b?2ix from our fins, 


but we abbor them. Our affeJian is 


changed as well as our /:f?. Some men 
forſake thcir fins, as fick men do their 
meat which they love, they are denied 
it by their Phyſician as very dangerous 
for them, and therefore they forbear and 
yet long for it , and would gladly have 
the reſtraint taken off, Such men as 
theſe have the ſame delires as before,and 
that their ations are not the ſame allo, 
15 not the effe of their choice, but the 
rclult 
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! reſult of a preſſing »2ecefity. But thus 


* far we arc hypocrites and diſſembters , 


| not true pcnitents.s But then that man 
* that turns from his fin in his youth, and 


in his health, that wants neither power 
nor wealth to tollow his tin, nor an op- 
portunity to uſe that pawer, nor yet a 
temptation to embracethatopportunity, 
and yet abſtains from his fin tor no other 
cauſe, but becauſe he loves God, and 


. fears his diſpleaſure, and hates his fin, 


this man truly repents : eſpecially if he 
add 

(2) Conſtancy to this, fomemenare 
very angry with their ſins at fits, and 
for a ſhort time , but by degrees their 
anger cools, and they run into the em- 
braces of their {ins again : They fall out 
with their (ins juſt as a fond and fooliſh 
Lover falls out with his Miſtreſs, when 
yet una falſa Lachrymula., a tear or a 
fair invitation, a {mile or Geh ſhall make 
up this breach, and the man 1s then as 
fond and as fooliſh, as much aſlave and 
ſervant as he was before, We are in 


little feuds and bickerings againſt our 
lins, 
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fins, but they riſe tono height, and con- 
tinue no time, 
well-doing that ſpeaks our repentance 
to be compleat. Many men are ready 


to think themſelves free, who yet draw 


their chain after them, and are calily 0- 
vercome by Sin in fair Circumſtances , 
Heb. 12. 1. When thcir ſin comes to 
them well arraid and attired , when it 
courts them, and importunately wt 0's 
them, when it comes to them, as Jae! 
did to Siſera, with a Turn in, my Lord, 
turn unto me, fear not, Tudg. 4-18, When 
it comes to the finner like the ſtrange 
Woman, Prev. 5.3. Whoſe lips drop 
as an Honey-comb,and her Month ſmonth- 
er than Oyle; And makes an carneſt prof- 
fer of pleaſure and profit, an Al! this 
Fle give thee, then the ſinner falls into 
the embraces of his fins again , and be- 
comes a Vaſſal and a ſlave again, and 
his love to his: fin 15, after his little 
quarrels with it, redintegrated and made 
ſtrong, : Such mens aftections to their 
ſins were never throughly ſubducd and 
mortified , their repentance was never 


perfect 


a. . pe 


*Tis our continuing in' | 


_ 
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| perfe& and compleat, Know ye not (ſays 
| the Apolile; that to whom ye yield your 


"7 ſelves ſervants to obey , his ſervants ye 


are to whom ye obey , whether of ſin nnto 


| death , or of obedience unto righteouſneſs, 


Kom.6. 16, Not that I would be ſoun- 


; derfiood , but that a man that hath tru- 


ly repented may fall into ſome fins again, 
through infirmity or ignorance, through 
Judden ſurreption or furpriſe.and ſome- 
times through negligence and want of 
duecare and watchtulneſs. But then. 
(3) This is againſt the conſtant bent 


\ .and meaning, the biaſs and inclination 
. ofthe man; Tis that which he conſtant- 


ly and carncfly defires to avoid and 
ſhun : He locks upon it as his great 
miſery and unhappines. And, 

( 4) He riſcsagain by a true repen. 


} tance, by an hearty and godly forrowz 


if Peter deny his Mafier , we ſoon find 
that he goes out and weeps bitterly, if 


2 fuch a man miſs his way , yet.he turns 


back again, and renews his pace , and 


| doubles his diligence, and returns home 
{ to his father again,and this leads me to 


the 
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es! the ſccond part of Repentance viz, F 
| ht Ti. A turning to God : I will go to 
my father , ſays the Prodigal ſon and © 
this may be called Couverſion : But that 
we way the betty underiiand what is 
implicd in this, we may take the 1m- 
port of it in the tollowing feverals. Now 
this turning to God docs comprehend in 
it and ſuppoſe together, 
(1) A cue tight and ſence of the | 
danger and miſery of our preſent condi1- | 
tion that we arc in, and here it begins, 
i The ſinner begirs to contider now what 
he does, and whither he is going, he 
begins to diſcc rn his danger and miſery, * 
He is like a man newly awakened out of 
a deep flecp, when the houſe about him 
ison hre , when the building trembles, 
and the Neighbourhood crics out, and |: 
the flames b.gin to threaten him, and | 
the man ſces that danger which his ſleep'j 
but-now hid from his eyes. He ſees 
himfelf now upon the very brink of 7 
Hell, and very near being: devoured |: 
and ſwallowed up by thoſe unquencha- | 


ble flames, A'tire from Heaven he ſees | 
is 
t 


- 
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is falling upon his Sed,m, and the aven= 


ok of blood hc fees 1s tollowins "mM, 
ke his Sout is in great diftrefs {© Tn 
ty of Retuge to fic urco Fe is lixea 


traveller in a firtign Land , that hath 
wandered ſccurely irom his right way, 


! and is ftrayed into paths of very great 


which makes him 
His heart mil- 
gives him, and he now begins to conſ1- 
der with himſelt whither h1s way will 


hazard and danger , 


| lead him: He ſaſp<Rs his way too broad, 


ard too much beaten tobe that way that 
leads to lite; He remembers now that 
he hath heard his Saviour ſay, that the 
way is narrow and {trait that leads to 
life, and 'that there be but few that 
fnd' it :* And he now remembers that 
Go4 hath told him that the paths that 
he treads in will bring him unto death. 
He remembers that it is plainly faid. that 
without Holineſs no man ſhall ſee God , 
Heb. 12. 14 And then he conliders 
what a fad portion of things abides for 
him , how unable he is to lie down in 


| everlaſting burnings , and to loſe the fa- 


VOUr 
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vour of God for ever, whoſe favour is 
better than life it felt : He knows 
there is but a very little diſtance be- 


tween him and eternal defiruction , and' 


that if God take away his life he is un- 
done for ever , and that nothing in this 


world can countervail ſo great a loſs as | 


the favour of God, and the eternal wel- 
farc of his Soul. Thus does the Con- 
vert begin his Converſion : Thus the 


P 
« 


71 
: 
% 


| 
'£ 
| 


|| 
| 
| 


Pſalmiltdid , 1 thought upon my waies, | 
(fays he) and turned my feet unto thy | 


Teſtimonies , Pſal 119. 59. And the 
Prodigal fon did thus alſo, he made 
this the firſt ſtep towards his amend- 
ment , for of him the firſt good tidings, 


and hopeful preſage we met with is that * 
which we cad , Luke 15. 17. When ©! 


he came to himſelf , be ſaid , how many 


bired ſervants of my fathers have bread | 


enough , and to ſpare , and1I periſhwith 
bunger. 
(2) A firm r«ſolution of turning to 


-God, IT will ariſe and go to my father; 


fays the Prodigal Son ; And this reſo- |! 
lution the true Penitent docs not take | 


up - 
| 
FA 
© 
x 
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13 4 up lightly and raſhly neither , as many 
ws -| do that ſoon repent them of their repen- 


be- | 


nd' - 
1n- 
his 
as 
el- 
Ins 
the 
es, 
thy 
the 
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ad- 
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nat 
en 
114 
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tance 3 but upon mature contideration he 
is reſolved for God and Heaven what e- 


- ver it coſt him though he pluck out 


his right eye, and cut off his right hand. 


: That is , though he part with his moſt 
| beloved fins: He will have the Pearl 


though he ſell all he have, and endure 
preat hardſhip to obtain it. He is wil- 


' ling to accept of Jeſus Chriſt as his Lord 
| and Maſter, as well as his Prieſt and 


Saviour : That is, he is as willing to be 
ruled by Chriſt as to be ſaved by him. 
He reſolves to obey his Saviour , and 
to follow him through all difficulties and 


* dangers. He will not leave him though 
! others do, though his Friends and Re- 


latives, the wife of his Boſom, or the 
ſon of his ſirength forſake him: and 
ſerve other Gods :; Juſt as it was with 
Ruth , (ſoit is with the true Penitent. 
She would not leave Nom: , though ſhe 
not only bid her turn back, and diſcou- 


| raged her belides, and though hex Si- 
» ſter Orpha returned unto her people,and 
; C to 
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to her Gods, But ſhe tells her, Whither 
thou goejt I will go,and where thou lodge(i 


J 
3 
\ 


T will lodge; thy people ſhall be my peo- 1 


ple, 
dielt Iwill die . 


ried, Ruth 1. i. 12, 
does 6 : 


He that repents 


ever he ſhall lead him » to a Crols or to 


a Stake, toa barren wilderneſs, or to 
a place of Skulls, through afflictions 


and tribulations. 
Father and Mothcr, and Wife and' Chil- 


and thy God my God z where thou' © 
aitd there will I be bu- 


he will follow Chriſt whither + 


He will part with ? 


dren, and Brethren and Siſters, and | 


life it ſelf, rather than not be his diſciple, 
Lake 14. 26.33. For he conliders , like 


a wiſe Builder , that this undertaking | 


may coſt him no leſs than all this. There 


are indeed but few ſuch Converts as q 
theſe, 1 fear, yet do none deſerve the '? 


name-that do not do this. Many indeed 
partake of the Baptiſm of Chriſt re- 
ccive of his Body and Blood , that will 
do nothing for him. There are many 
that follow him for the loaves, that will 
not follow him to the Croſs ; they will 
cleave to Chriſt while he feeds them , 


but 
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ther } but when he commands their eſtates or 
dge(i ; lives , they, like the Gadarens, for lofs 
peo- 7 of an herd of Swine, defire him to 
thu! | depart out of their Coafts, Mat, 8. 3 4. 
bu- 7 or they do as the Ruler in the Goſpel 
ents * did, who when our Saviour told him 
ther + he muſt ſell all and give to the Poor, 
rto | He went awayſorrowful , for he was ve- 
rto | ry rich, Luke 18, 23. But the true 
ons | Convert counts all but droſs that he may 
zith © gairi Chriſt, and he is ſo far convinced 
hil- ©; of his miſery, without the mercy of 
and + God and light of his Countenance, that 
ple, + he iswilling toaccept of this mercy up- 
like | on any terms : And therefore he re- 
ing  folvesto'turn to God without any re- 
ere | ſerves whit: ever : He": ſets before his 
as | eyes all the difficulties and diſcourage- 
the + ments he may meet with , and reſolves 
ed | with Gods firength to undergo them all 
re-, that he may obtain the prize. 

ill (3) Anacual and entire reſignation 
ny || Of -a mans ſelf unto God : And this is 
zill | that which perfe&ts and compleats our 
jill + Repentance, When we come to give 
n, | God our hearts, which we formerly 
C 2 {et 


26 The Potng Yans Duty, 
to her Gods. But ſhe tells her, Whither 


thou goejt I will go,and where thou lodge(i 


ple 


3 


a Stake, toa barren wilderneſs, or to 
a place of Skulls, through afflictions 
and tribulations. He will part with 


1 life it ſelfrather than not be hisdiſciple, 
WF Lake 14. 26.33. Forhe conliders , like 
a wiſe Builder , that this undertaking 
may coſt him no leſs than allthis. There 


theſe, I fear, yet do none deſerve the 
name.that do not do this. Many indeed 
partake of the Baptiſm of Chriſt re- 
ccive of his Body and Blood , that will 
do nothing for him. There are many 
that follow him for the loaves, that will 
not follow him to the Croſs 3 they will 


but 


T will lodge; thy peaple ſhall be my peo- 
axd thy God my God, where thou' | 
dieſt Twill die , and there will I be bu- © 
ried, Ruth 1. 11, 12, He that repents 
docs lo , he will follow Chriſt whither + 
ever he ſhall lead him » to a Crols or to. 


» 
nd of rr nat EL] 


LG! | | 
Ts. Father and Mothcr, and Wife and Chil- 
| 1/Mil dren, and Brethren and Siſters, and 


are indeed but few ſuch Converts as 4 


cleave to Chriſt while he feeds them , - 
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ther ; but when he commands their eftates or 


{zeji' 4 lives , they, like the Gadarens, tor loſs 


Pegs 
boy 


7 of an herd of Swine, delire him to 
' 7 depart out of their Coafts, Mat, &. 3 4- 
? or they do as the Ruler in the Goſpel 
{ did, who when our Saviour told him 
+ he muſtſcllall and give to the Poor, 


He went away ſorrowful , for he was ve- 
ry rich, Luke 18, 23. But the true 
Convert counts all but droſs that he may 
pairi Chriſt, and he is ſo far convinced 


| of his miſery, without the mercy oft 
{ God and light of his Countenance, that 
| he is willing toaccept of this mercy up- 


on any terms : And therefore he re- 


: ſolves to'turn to God without any re- 
| ſerves whit ever : He' ſets before his 
2 eyes all the difficulties and diſcourage- 
| ments he may meet with , and reſolves 
| with Gods ſtrength to undergo them all 


that he may obtain the prize. 
(3) Anacqual and entire reſignation 


| of ' a rrians ſelf unto God : And this is 


that which perte&s and complcats our 


' Repentance. When we come to give 


God our hearts, which we formerly 
C2 {et 


th he hath been. 


28 The Poung Yans Duty. 


ſet upon the World and upon our fins, 
then have we truly repented , and not 
till then. For he that hath truly re- 


RG 


= 
*. 


: 


pented becomes a new man, he hath: 


bid an everlaſting farewel to all his evil 
waies, to all his old familiars in Egypt, 
and is now tranſplanted and engraffed 
into a new Family; and when he re- 
members his former evil ways, it is 
with tears in his eyes, or true ſorrow 


in his heart , when he thinks how fool- _ 


Now he hath left his 
former cuſtoms, company and plea- 
fares: Heis married into a new Family, 
he hath contracted a new Kiadred and 
Relatives: He obeys another Maſter , 
and is ruted by other Laws, and is 
conducted by a better ſpirit, and hath 
vowed obedience to another and a bet- 
ter Lord : His Covenants are ſealed , 


and he hath bound himſelf by all that is 


ſacred or great to an univerſal obedi- 
ence, and he cannot return or draw 
back without a ſirange defirucion. He 
is notthe ſame man which he was, 0- 
ther Lords 


have had dominion over - 
him 
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1} him , he hath becn enſlaved by his vile 
* affections and luſts, but he is now made 
ath i * free by the Son of God , and he that 
vil © was before a ſlave of lin is now a Ser- 
pt, + vant of Righteouſneſs. In a word. Alt 
fed | old #bings are done away, axd all things 
re= _ arebzcome new, There is a very great 
is _ and remarkable change paſſed upon 
Ww | him 

ol-  +x, Upon his mind and underftand- 
his |; ing : For God works upon the under- 
2a- ; ſtanding firſt, and does in this new 
ly, - creature ufe the ſame method , which 
nd he did when he created the World at 
r, H#trit , where we tind that light wasthe 
is . work of the firſt day, Gen. 1. 3. before 
th that light was made there was a great 
t- darkneſs upon the face of the deep, till 
1, . Godby the light he made had chaſed 
is it away. It is juſt fo with the natural 
lj- - and unregenerate man, he is in a ve- 
w - Ty great darkneſs till the eyes of his 
Je + mind are opened ; And the Apolile 


6 {cems to rell us that God makes a new 
ex || creature after the fame manner that he 
made the od, in theſe words: For God 


C 3 who 
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who commanded the light to ſhine out of |? 
darkneſs , bath ſhined in our bearts , to \* 
give the light of the kaowledze of the ) v 
glory of God, in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, þ 
2 Cor. 4.6, Our bleſſed Saviour , who } 

{ 

| 


Is the true light, Foha, 1. 9. came in- 
to the World , to give light tothem that 
fit in darkneſs, and in the ſhadow of * 
death and to guide our feet into the way | 
of Peace, Lake, 1.79. While the (inner 
g£0Cs On in his evil way he walks in ' 
darkncſs ; The God of this World blinds © 
bis mind, leſt the light of the glorious 
Goſpel of Chriſt ho is the Image of God, ' 
ſhould ſhine unto him , 2, Cor. 4. 4. le 
were ſometimes darkaeſs ( fays the Apo- 
ſile to his Epoeſizns )but now are ye light 

in the Lord, Eph. 5.8. Saint Paul him- 
ſelf was ſometimes darknc(3 allo, I 
verily thought with my ſelf, that I ought 
to do many things contrary to the Name ® 
of Teſus of Nazareth, Ads 26, 9. But 
it plcaſed God to culightcn him from |: 
Heavea with a light greater than that of 
the Sun , and then he becomes a Mini- 
ſter of that which before he pPR—_ 
an 
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of | Jand is ſent to open mens eyes, and to 
"F3turn them from darkneſs to lizht , and 


X 
| 
q 
$ 


bs 4 Jfrom the power of Satan unto Goud.v.18, 
iſt And ſo it is with every man that is con- 
ho Jverted from his evil waies to God : A 
in, great light breaks in upon his under- 
4 Utanding : His mind betore was dark- 


of ined, and he is now like a man that 
ay | | comes out of a dark dungeon, or like 

* one that never ſaw bctore, or never 
ſaw diſtin&ly and clcarly: But now 


in | : 
4, * the (ſcales are fallen off his eyes, the vet 
4 | is removed , and heis reſtored to light, 
4 +» He ſees now that his tin is no ſmall 


Y. | matter , and that he is of all fools the 
moſt deplorable that makes a mock of 


J- Ir 4" 
,, - fin: Heſces that all wickednels is folly, 
1 and that the fear of the Lord is the 


7 . > greatelt wiſdom : He ſecs that the Gol- 
pcl is a great truth , and that he that 


[ z | preaches it hath all che reaſon in the 
+ 7 World to be very earnclt and importu- 
z |; nate: Heſces that Heil is no Fable, but 
e 7 the molt necetſary and unavoidable 


| Confequent of a wicked lite, Now he 
{ces that God will by no means clear the 
C 4 guilty 
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euilty , and that he is not ſo merciful as 


to forget to be juſt: He ſecs now how © 
wofully the Devil abuſed him , in lead- g 
ing him atide into the ways of (in , and 


miſconceits of God and of Religion. He 
ſees that he hath been a fool, and walk- 
ed alwaics upon the borders of Hell,and, 


had not the mercy of God laid hold of * 
him, he had never ſeen it till it had : 


been too late. Ina word , he ſees that 


he hath zo fruit in thoſe things whereof + 


be is now aſhamed, for the end of thoſe 
things is death, Rom. 6,21. 


2. Upon his will and heart , the 
bent and inclination of that is much 


changed and altered 3 his heart is now |; 


right in the ſight of God: He had no 
favour or reliſh of the things of God 
that ftay'd with him before: So that 
when he prayed with his lips, his heart 


notices of things \wimming in his head 
yet he had no relith of them in his 
heart : His good principles were weak 


and ineffeftual, and he lived as alto- *' 


ther unconcerned inthem: He could in- 


deed 


42 


ſtay'd behind, and though he had many y* 


> 
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deed before this great change was 
wrought , acknowledge God the Foun- 
tain ot all goodneſs , and the Reot from 
whom every good thing did ſpring, yet 
then he did not live as if this were 


| true, but ſtill loved his fin and plea- 
” ſure moxe than his God. But now he 
! taſts. and ſees that the Loxd is gracious, 


and what ſervice he performs to God, he 
does it heartily : When he prayed to: 
God before, he was like ſome Clock 
that ſtrikes right indeed, but yet the hand 
of it points amiſs , and not at the fame 
houre that its ſtriking gave you warn- 
ing of : He prayed bctore,as to the mat- 


+ ter of his Pctitions, very uniformly and 


apreeabely , but his heart was not right 
in. the ſight of God, that pointed at 
ſomething elſe, and at. ſomething ſhort 
of what his words did import. Thus 
St. Aultia confeſſes of 
himſelt "that he was 
wont to pray to God to 


Aut 7 Conf. 
CG a &%Y 


| give him Chaſtity and Continence, (and 


that was a good hearing) but then his 
heart ſtaid behind with a. v8 yer. Lord, 
Cx [118+ 
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his heart did not point fo forward ; for 
he confeſſes, that when he prayed thus, 
he was atraid that God ſhould hear him 
ſpecdily . St. Paul prayed doubtleſs be- 
tore his Converſion , for he 'was a' very 
ſiri& Phariſee , but he did not pray as 
he did after God had brought him home 
to himfelf ; when the Lord tells A- 
aanias of his praying, with a Behold he 


prays, As 9. 11. The linner prays 


perhaps for the ſame things that the 
true Convert does , but not fo earneſtly 
and fo heartily. He prays for the holy 
Spirit asa very hungry man prays for 
bread , when he begs Wiſdom of God, 
He ſeeks her as Silver , and ſearches for 
ber as for bid treaſures, Prov, 2. 4. In 
a word , he does not only perform an 
outward worſhip to God , but he loves 
him with all his heart, and is inward- 
ly delighted in his ſervice. . 


Upon his whole life alſo. He 4 


lived after the guiſe and faſhion of the 
World before : He hath now left his 
o'd wonts, his fin and his evil compa- 
ny. He talks of other matters, he 
thinks 


—_——=—— 0 ---SS CD 
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| thinks of other things, and is delight- 
? ed with other concerns : He that before 


delighted in nothing but Merchandize, 


! or Farms and Leaſes, and Yokes of Ox- 
| en, in mirth and jolly Company 3 in 


Chambring and Wantonneſs , Honour 


* and Greatneſs, now delights in God, 


and in his Goſpcl: And does really va=- 
lue a Promiſe above a great Leaſe or 
Bond , and is more afraid of Gods diſ- 
pleaſure than of a Famine or Plagne, 
Thus I have ſhewed what true Re- 
pentance docs imply : He that would 
enter into Heaven muſt thus be changed: 
No leſs than all this is indiſpenlibly re- 
quired otus; which is a great work, 
and requires much ſtrength and ſome 
timez and therefore to put it into fo 
narrow a Compals as the remainder of 
our lives when we lyc a dying, 15 moſt 
unreaſonable, Repentance 15 not fo 
eaſie and ſhort a work as to be put off 
to that moment, when we have not 
only the leaſt time, but the leaſt ſtrength 
allo.And yet of all men's in the World, 


thcir Repentance will require the great- 
ct: 


36 The Young Yans Outy. 


eſt labour and time, who- having al- 
ways lived in fin . have the fins and evil 
habits of an whole life to unravel and 
undo. And thus much of my firſt 
Argument, 


DP 


CHAP. 


Ow this will fuxther appear to be 
a very great miſtake , it wecon- 
ſider, that an holy lite is not only neceſ(- 
fary to acomfortable death , but alſo to 
an happy Eternity : And if an holy life 
muſt go before an happy and glorious 
Reſurrection, what ſhall we think of 
them that lead a wicked life, and yet 
think hereafter to live with God in glo- 
Ty. Now that an holy life, and an us» 
niverſal inherent holineſs of our Nature, 
i5 indiſpenſibly neceſſary to our eternal 
happineſs hereafter , will abundantly 
appear from thefe following Severals. 
1. The holy Scriptures do very fre- 
quently and plainly tcach us this yo 
| on 


—_ ” 
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fon. This is the conſtant language of 
them , which they ſpeak all along, 
And the man that doubts of the truth 
of this, or elſe is ignorant of it, it is 
either becauſe he does not read the 
Scriptures , or will not believe them : 
For though the holy Scriptures be in 
many things hard to be underliood , 
and there be difficultics in them tog 
great for the wiſeſt Clerk, and many 
other things of leſs moment in which 
learned and religious men cannot yet 
agree; Yet notwithlianding all this, 
when they tell us the neceſſity of an 
holy life, they do it ſo plainly , that 
he that runs may read it , and there 
is not the leaſt place left for diſpute and 
controverlie in this matter. This is 
that in which all Difſenters in other 
things do accord and agree: And that 
which may , without any learning or 
ercat Scholarſhip , be very calily un« 
derſtood. For in this matter they 
give out a certain and diſtin ſound 
that every man may prepare himſelt to 
battcl, They tell us that, without bg- 
lineſs 
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lineſs no man (hall ſee God, Heb. 12, 
14. That , if we live after the fleſh we 


% 


ſhall die , Rom. 8. 13. And that we )* 


muſt be holy in all manner of converſati- 
0#, 1 Pet. 1. 15. They tcll us plainly, 
that except a man be born again, he 
cannot ſee the Kingdom of God, Fohn 
3. 3. Belides, they teach us that this 
World we now live in, is a Field, and 
intimate to us that our preſent time is 
a Seed-time , and they tell us moreo- 
ver, that whatſoever a man ſows, that 
he ſhall alſo reap , that if we ſow to the 
fleſp, we ſhall of the fleſh reap corrupti- 
ox , Gal.6. 7. That is, our harvcfi 
ſhall be according to our ſced:So that it 
our works be evil,our 45m mult necd 
be ſad.Betides this.they tellus diſtin&t- 
ly and ſeverally, what thoſe evil ſeeds 
are that we mult beware of., what thoſe 
Evil works are that will bring us to an 
eternal defiruction;viz. Adultery. Fore 
aication , Vacleanneſs, Laſerviouneſs, 
Idvlatry, Witchcraft, Hatred, Variance, 
Emulations, Wrath, Strife, Seditions, 
Hereſies, Envyings, Murders, Drunk- 
enneſs 
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enneſs, Revellings, and ſuch like. Gal. 


* 5.19. Nay, the Word of God gives 


us in ſeveral Catalogues and Rolls of 
thoſe ſins that will keep us out of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, that we might 
be ſure to avoid them, as appears in 
the places following . which will de- 


: ſerveour very (ſerious peruſal, x Cor. 


6. 9,10. Col. 3. 5, Eph.5.5. And 
not only ſo, but it alſo calls upon us 
loudly to beware , I:{t by any means 
we be deceived, it being as much as 
our ſouls are worth : It bids beware, 
Be not deceived, 1 Cor. 6. 9. And a- 
gain, Let no man deceive you with 
vain words , for becauſe of theſe things 
comes the wrath of God upon the chil- 
dren of diſobedience , Eph, 5.6. And 
again the ſame Apoſtle cries out aloud, 
For theſe things ſake , the wrath of God 
comes upon the Children of diſobedience, 
Col. 3. 6, And again, the ſame A- 


. poltle having reckoned up the works 


of the fleſh , carnclily crys out, of the 
which (ſays he) 1 tell you before , as I 
bave alſu told you in time paſt, that they 
which 


ſons, Acis 10.34. 
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which do ſuch things ſhall not inherit the 


Kingdom of God, Gal.5.21. And again, . ; 


Be not deceived God is not mocked, Gal, 
6.7. In which expreſſions fo often 
repeated , and fo earneſtly recommen- 
ded, and fo plainly delivered , the 
Apolile ſhews an extraordinary m3@, 
and a very great care of the ſouls of 
men at once, What ever we are mil- 
taken in , he would not have us fo 
greatly miſtaken , as to. think there is 
no abſolute neceſſity of an holy life in 
order to our happineſs hereafter : For 
there cannot be a more great and dan- 
pcrous error , than to think we may 
liveas we liſt , and yet be happy with 
God hereafter. Now the holy Scrip- 
ture, that it might beat all. men off 
trom this miſtake does moreover in- 
form us, that God is #0 reſpefer of: per- 
And that, be our 
Priviledges and prerogatives what they 
will, yet ſhall none of. them ſuperſede 
the necetIity of an holy life, For 
Chriſt Jeſus , neither Circumciſion a- 
vaileth any thing, nor. uncircumciſion , 
bus 
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but faith, which worketh by love , Gal. 
5.9. Rom, 2. 11,25. That weare 
baptized into the Chriſtian faith , and 
continue within the pale of the viſible 
Church , that we deſcend from never 
ſo religious Parents , and partake of 
all the Miniſteries of the Church , that 
we profeſs our ſelves of the ſtr Ctcſt 
Sea , and that we have a very great 
diſcerning in the Laws of God. All, 
this, and more than all this, will do vs 


' nogood at laſtCbut rather enhance our 
-= condemnation) if we lead wicked lives. 
* Though we have a Levite for our 


= 


_— 
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Prieſt, and never ſo Orthodox a faith , 
yet itin the mean time we have an T- 
dol for our God, and our manners be 
profane , weare (till in the way that 
leads down to the Chambers of death. 


# Nay, though we fay unto Chriſt, Lord, 


Lord, and though we could truly fay 


! unto him at that day , that we had 


prophecied in his Name , and done ma- 


' ay wonderfull works, Mat. 7. 22. yet he 


will not regard us, whoever we be, 


' and whatever we have done for him, 


it 
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if we have been workers of iniquity, 
Nay, he would not regard us though 


we were of his Kindred, of the ſame '3 


lineage and blood, Mat. 49, 50. 
though we were his Brothers or Si- 
ſters or Mother after the ficſh. It his 
own Mothcr had not believed on him 
as well as born him,ſhe had been a mi- 
ſerable Woinan. For ſhe was more 
happ! in bcing his Diſciple , than in 
being, i1is Mother, Nay , and our Sa- 
viour him(c1t ſcems to intimate noleſs, 
when after a certain Woman had cri- 
ed out, Bleſſed is the Womb that bare 
thee, and the Paps which thou haſt 
ſucked : He {aid, Te rather, Bleſſed are 
they that hear the Woy1 of Ged and keep 
it , Lake 11.27,28. Nolcſs than this 
did God require in the old Law , and 
in compariſon with this , thoſe Sacrj- 
hices and ritcs of his own appointment 
were not acceptable to him: For even 
thena contrite heart was unto God 
the ſweetelt Sacrifice , a ſlaying of 
thcir tins was more plcaling to him 
than the blood of thouſands of Bul- 


locks: 
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locks : Sincere Prayer was then the 


' choiceſt incenſe, and the paring away 
'2 their proud and callous fleſh was that 
! Circumciſion that God delighted in, 


Pſal.50.8. $1.16,17, FJer.6.20, 7.22, 
23, Eſa. 1.1,12, Micah 6,6,7, $, 


' Amos 5.22, Although God required 
* facrifices and other ceremonies, yet if 


they offered up the beaſt; and ſpared 


* their fin, that 73 #50 In2boy, the Bealt 
* within them,they were, not welcom to 


Gods Altars. It they cut off the'fores 


| $kin of their fleſh, and let their hearts 


in the mean time be overgrown ' with 
their pride and unbelief, if they offe= 
red incenſe up towards Heaven , and 
kept their hearts below upon the lults 
of the fleſh, God was not pleaſed with 
ſuch a ſcrvice , though of his own ap- 
pointment. Thus he tells the Fews 
| BT 

bye that killeth an Oxe *:0 the LYXIN 
(* and _—_ mcan render it.*0# 
time fpares his lin ) is a » Wy 

if be View 2 = Hle we _ 
that ſacrificeth a Lamb, hs... 
is as if hecut off a 4 "gs neck; He that 


offereth 
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offereth an Oblation is as if he had of- © 
fered Swines blood: He that burneth 
Incenſe as if be bleſſed an Idol, Eſa. 66, ) 

3. | Such ſacrifices of fools were but + 
ev; Teega, They fed the fire upon the 
Altar , but they made noatonement, 
God abhorred ſuch ſervices as theſe, fer 
with him to obey is better than ſacrifi- 
ce,and to hearken than the fat of Lambs, 
1 Sam.15.22, Now if under the Law 
God required an holy life, then under 
the Goſpel nothing can excuſe us from 
it. And thus much the Apoſile teach- 
es us in thcſe words : Sin ſhall not 
bave dominion over you , for ye are net 
under the Law but under grace, Rem.G, 
14. Afﬀter all this , one would think, 
that he that conſiders theſe things, and 
he that believes them , ſhould no Jon» 
ger doubt of the neccſity of an holy 
life, and therefore ſhould not dare to 
go on in his ſin, and think on his 
death-bed, to make an amends for the 
miſcarriage of a wicked life , witha 
few good words of courſe, Certainly, 
in other things there is —_— 
tnan }: 
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than that the faults and defeGtivenels 


2 of any of the premiſcs, are conſtantly 


found alſo in the Conclufion : And if 
it be true in this caſe (as the Word of 


= God aſſures us it is) nothing can be 


more abſurd , than to expe ſo good 
a Concluſion, as a glorious Reſurretii- 
on , from the faulty premiſes of a 
wicked life, And we (hall judge very 
ſtrangely, it we think a few good 
words of a dying f{inner, will avail as 
much with God as an holy life : We 


| cannot ſay he lived a good life , that 


© proportions. I ſhall end 


never called upon God till he lay a dy- 
ing, The parts of our life mult be 
holy , before the whole 
can be called ſo: We 
donot call a Picture or 
Statue fair, that hath 
not all its parts and 


Ts Bis 13a” 
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this particular with the words. of a 
very worthy Divine againſt thePapilſts: 


His words are theſe, If Mr. chi/ling- 


I follew the Scriptare, worth- 


| 1 muſt not promiſe myſelf Salvation, 


without 
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without effelinal dereliftion and mor- 
tification of all Vices , and the effeiual 
Prattice of all Chriſtian Vertnes, But 
your Church opens an- eaſier.and broader 
way to heaven, and though T continue |% 
all niy life long in a courſe of ſin, and F 
without the pratiice of any Vertue , yet | 
gives me aſſurance that I may be let in- 
to Heaven at a: poſters gate, even by any | 
AG of Attrition at the hour of death , if © 
it be joyned 'with Confeſſion | of by an 
Aft of Contrition without 'Confeſſ eſtion, 
Thus he to my preſent purpole. 3 
2. Butif we add to this, the infi- 
nite and effential holineſs ot Gods Na- 
tare ,, we cannot” 1magine'-*that"'he | 
ſhould. receive the unedean Add tilthy | 
finner into hi Etnbraces: 6 29 4 


— Duithenim ſperare podeabibcFabtb : 
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Who can' billeve that God, "who hates | 
ſin with a pertect hatred , "and*cannot * 


endure 1 it in- his ſight; That is light © 
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| and in whomis no darkneſs at all, that 
{ calt the Angels out of Heaven for their 


pride , and our firſt Parents out of Pa- 
radifſe for their Rebellion, that drown- 
cd the old World for their ungodli- 
nels, and burnt up Sodom and Gomor- 
rah for their wicked lives, and hath 


! ever deſtroyed the Nations for their 
| fins, ſhould yet entertain the finner 


into his love; receive him into his 
arms, ſhine upon him with his favour, 
and rejoyce over him to do him good: 
Or that He, before whom all things 
are naked and open, ſhould be fo ea- 
fily deceived*, as to be:charmed with 
a parcel of good words 'from a. dying 
mans Who jn the meantime 1s an” e- 
nemy to' him in his heart; We know 
ſuch,a mans Sacrifice is an abomination 
to the Lord. Prov. 15.8, And we. kaow 


| God hearetb nct ſinners,  . Fobn'gs 31, 


Nay, the very 'Hea= "M3 xavngs 
then' could ſay, That qgvag3 indn- 
an unclean perſon might Jygu ud 3 36- 
not have communion yoiy Hieroderin 
with a pure Being. We Carm Pythag. 

may 
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may as well expe& that all the Ele. 
ments ſhould change their natures, 
that the Fire ſhould become cold and 
tame , and the Waters dry and hard ; 


that an excefs of light, and a thick | 


darkneſs ſhould amicably agree and ſit 
down together at the ſame time and 
place , that contradictions ſhould be 
at no diſtance, or that God ſhould 
ceaſe to be what he is: As that God 
who is holy , and cannot be other- 
wiſe, who hates ſin perfectly , and 
cannot chooſe but hate it whereſoever 
it is, ſhould be at perfe& friendſhip 
and favour with that man , that loves 
his fin heartily, and embraces it with 


great delight, We deceive our ſelves. 


iofinitely if we think he will or can, for 
it is contrary to his Nature, Indeed 

pan if the God whom 
naturs Deor.l.2, WE WOI ſhip were no 
Plut in fin, Pe> better than the Heathen 


riclis. Prudent, 
cont, Symmach, 


yo to be, of whoſe quar- 


rels,adalteries, murders 


and fends, we read in the Writings of 


their 
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their own Worſhippers, then might 
any man ſoon become a tit Companion 
of ſuch a Deity, Adulterers , Drunk- 
ards, Thieves and Robbers would be 
very fit mates for ſuch falſe gods as 
Jupiter, Bacchus, Mercury . andſuch 
like, which were ſome of thoſe whom 
the Heathens Worſhipped, For to imi- 
tate him mhom we 
worſhip , hath always 
been thought ſafe ad- 
vice: And he was one of the wiſcſt 
Heathens that ſaid , That thoſe men 
did ridiculouſly : that ſought for that 


which is truly righteous from any other 


Jamblich des vis 
ts Fythag c.28, 


' but the gods , or thoſe that were like 


| wYalgoy , that we mult do 
' thoſe things with which 
: God is delighted, Nor 


| rule than this, had 
| thicy not been miſtaken 
| In the obje& of their 
: Worſhip: And it is 


them. And he adds very well, Ajaep 
in TtuTts mearlboy cis Tyan 6 Otds 


Seming pene 
omnium ſceles 
rum a Diis (Ris 
peccantium tur 
ba collegit, Jul, 
Firmich, de 
erroreProfar, 
Relig. Vide 
LaRantJoft.1, 
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likely the Heathen were the more 
wicked upon this ſcore 3 and if they 
were, they were not reproveable from 
their own principles. For why ſhould 
Cicero inveigh againſt Verres for com- 
mitting Adultery , when ove himſelf 
whom they worſhipped, had done the 
ſame , or againſt P. Clo9dius for Inceſt, 
when their great Deity was known to 


have been inceſtuous. St. Aſtin 
Avg. conf; 1.1 takes notice of the Jewd 
C-I6, young, man in the Co- 


median , that juſtified himſclf in his 


-uncleanneſs by the example of 7zpiter, 


and did as it were animate and pro- 
voke himſelf to luſt , quaſi caleſti Ma- 
gifterio , by the warranty of ove, 
No better could be expected trom 


thoſe that worſhipped ſuch Deitics,and = 


Lafunt,ſnſtd, believed ſuch things of 
$.C.10 them : Who could 
expect any thing but cruelty from the 
Worſhippers of Mars and Belloza; or 
any reverence to Parents from the 
worſhippers of Jupiter? Who would 
look tox chaſtity from the Adorers of 
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an Adultereſs, or for Juſtice from them 
that ſerved a Thieviſh Mercxry : They 
were not like to be cha(t or ſober that 
offered ſacrifice to Bacchns , and thoſe 
other falſe gods . whoſe adulteries and 
exceſſes were not only reported in the 
Writings of their followers , but re- 
preſented upon open Theaters, that 
all men might know them. But our 
God , whom we worſhip, is an Holy 
God, and we mult be fo alſo if we 
would worſhip him aright , or be ac- 
ceptable to him. And this is an argu=- 
ment that God himſelf uſes with us, 
and very forcible it is , to be holy be- 
cauſe he is ſo. It is written ((ays the 
Apoſtle ) be ye boly, for I am holy, i Pet. 
1.16, And indeed we often find this 
written in the Law of Moſes, where 
the Jews are required to be holy be- 
cauſe God is ſo, Levit 11.4.4.19.2.20.7., 
Deut 10.17, And therefore we may 
not expect any favour from God , un- 
leſs we become like him. 

3. The neccihty of an holy life here 
in order to our future happineſs will 
D 2 farther 
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farther appear , if we conlider the na- 
ture of that happineſs, or Heaven 
which God hath reſerved for us: 
There is no one thing in which men 
more miſtake , I fear , than in their 
conceits about Heaven : Men ſpeak 
of it much, and every man ſeems to 
delire it as a good place, or ſtate in 
general, when in the mean time they 
know not what it is, nor wherein it 
does conſiſt. We are very dcfirous of 
Heaven, but not carctul to fit and 
prepare our ſelves for it, The Mother 
of Zebedees Children would have her 
two Sons fit by Chriſt in his King- 
dom, but yet does not beg for them 
the grace that ſhould enable them to 
drink the Cup, and receive the Bap- 
tiſm that ſhould prepare mem tor it 
Vide Pembles Mat. 20. Men con» 
Sermon of ig- ceiveof it after a care 
TO nal and fleſhly manner, 
Thus did he that thought it a Greez 
Meadow. Thus that great impoſior 
Mzahemet promiſes his true believers 
a Paradiſe watred with delightful 
Fountains, 
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Fountains, adorned Vide. Anyrald 
with ſtately Trees, and cf Religions 
enriched with variety nd Cn 
of fruits, Where men _,.. 1; ne. 
ſhall be ma gnihcently ſcription of 
cloathed, and ſtretch rhe Seraglio.ch. 
themſclves upon coſtly 12» 

beds, and be attended with delicate 
mulick ,and have Wives tranſcendent- 
ly beautiful. Such a Paradiſe did that 
Beaſt promiſe his diſciples ; Which is 
a clcar Argument that the man was 
immerſed in ſenſual delights, and un- 
worthy of the reaſonable ſoul. Much 
ſuch a ſtate do the poor carnal Jews 
dream , that their Mefias (hall bring 
them to, when he comes , when they 
ſhall be feaſted with Vid. Chald.Pa- 
great Provition, and 14Ph.inCart4.2, 
drink of the Wine of vs 
Paradiſe, that hath 4. J 661 ie<C3G. 
been reſcrved for them from the days 
of Adam: At this Fealt they name 
the very diſhes that ſhall be provided, 
and what ſports thall go before , &c. 
Such conceitsare men ready to have of 
D 3 Heaven 
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Heaven : And indeed it Heaven were 
ſuch a place as this kind of men ſpeak 
of , it would much pleaſe a prophane 
man, and the moſt wicked would at 
all times be very tit for Heaven, The ©: 
Drunkard and the Glutton, the proud + 
and the ambitious , the worldlingand 
effeminate would be well pleaſed with 
ſuch a Fools Paradiſe as this , and 
there would be no man, though ne- 
ver fo much depraved , but would be 
very fit for ſuch a ſenſual happinefs. /? 
But we are taught to think otherwiſe * 
of Heaven, that there is uo marrying, or s 
giving in marriage there ; Luke 20.35. : 
And that #o #nclean thing ſhall enter / 
into it, Rev.20,27, And therefore as | 
; 


| oGEG awnico. anc. £m aL 


we would be happy, ſo we muſt be 
holy : For holineſs is not only nece(- | 
fary by a neceſſity of Precept, but by a : 
neceſſity of meaus, For as wickednels 
does lay a Foundation for our miſery, 
Vide Smiths and a train for our de- 
Sele& Diſ- ſtruction, every ſinner | 
courles. P.445- heing within the attra- 
Give power of Hell : Sin and Hell being 
Q 
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' of the ſame lineage, and always twiſt- 
1 ed together : So allo is holineſs of ab- 


ſolute and indifpenlible necethty to our 
future happineſs : They being rather 
two ſeveral notions of one thing, than 
things in themſelves diſtinct, And 
theretore no man may promiſe himſelf 
Heaven hereafter , that does not live 
an holy life here. We are here 1na 
ſtate of trial and probation , and, as it 
were,at School,in a lower form, where 
it we improve our time well, and do 
our tasks ; that is, if - we mortihe and 
ſubdue our evil affe&tions, then we. 
ſhall be removed to an higher form, 
and added to the ſpirits of juſt men made 
perfeF, But it we trifle away our 


| time, or ſpend it amiſs , we thall be 


thrown down among Hypocrites and uy- 
believers, Nor can it be otherwiſe 
than thus. For what ſhould a wicked 
man doin Heaven, Certainly , ſuch 
a fate would bea torment to him if 
the thing were poſſible. In ſtead of 
being his happineſs, it would be his 
priſon. He would be weary of that 
D 4 ſtate, 
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ſtate, which now he ſecms ſo much to 
delire. What pleaſure would he find 
in ſinging perpetual praiſes to God, 
that is now weary of giving him thanks! 
What content would the covetous 
Worldling tind in Heaven! There he 
will tind no Leaſes or Farms for pur- 
chaſe , no Widows or Fatherleſs to 
oppreſs, no poor mens taces to grind, 
nor bargains to drive, nor mony to 
put out, nor forfeitures to receive. 
The voluptuous man would find little 
pleaſure there where is #9 marrying or 
giving in marriage , no beds of Ivory, 
nor meat or drink, nor Tavern or 
Alchouſe, or jolly companion to ca- 
rowſe and quaffe withall. The proud 
man would take little delight in a con- 
ſtant aſcribing all honour and praiſe to 
God : Such men as theſeare not tit for 
Glory, who are ſo far from Grace. 
They mult lie down with the Devil 
and his Angels , they are not hit for 
God , and that inheritance among 

them that areſandihed. | 
I might add to what I have faid, 
this 
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this alſo: That it is nothing but Sin, 
and the want of an holy xature, that 
makes the Devil fo ugly, and ſode- 
plorably miſerable as he is, nothing 
but this obſtrudts his happineſs. We 
all look upon the Devil as a moſt odi- 
ous , and hlthy , and miſerable crea- 
ture : He hath generally with us a 
very ill name, and that very julily alſo; 
But we do not contider what hath 
made the devil ſo ugly-and ſo wxetch- 
ed: Now that is. nothing but his fin 
againſt God. For God did not make 
him ſoz when he came out of Gods 
Hands he was an holy Angel , bright 
and ſpotleſs: But tince that his fin- 
hath diſcoloured- him , and left thoſe. 
hilthy ſpots upon his nature, which if 
they could again be ſeparated from: 
him, he would clear up into an Angel 
of light, and be better than the beft» 
of us. But his Sin hath flained him, . 
and ftigmatized him. now-, and hath: 
made him at once the moſt deformed” 
and moſt miſerable creature. And' 
that man , whoevcr he be. that lives: 
D: 5 oP 
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in fin and loves it, that does the 
works of the Devil, i. e, that is a liar, 
a falſe Accuſer of Gods children, an 
Enemy to the ſouls of men , that is, 
malicious , envious and proud , ſuch 
a man is ugly and miſerable as the de- 
vil is. For, toſay no more but the 
very truth , fuch a man is a Devil In- 
carnate:; He differs only in ame from 
him , while he hath the very ſame na- 
ture: And while he lives in theſe fins, 
the Devil himſelf may belong to the 
Kingdom of Heaven as much as he:For 
who can believe that a man ſhould be 
happy with thoſe very fins about him, 
which at the ſame time make the Devil 
unavoidably miſerable ; Or that we 
ſhould ever center into Heaven with 
thoſe very fins , which caft the Devil 
out thence. Did God not ſpare the 
Angels that finned , but caft them 
down to Hell, (2 Pet. 2. 4.) and 
ſhall he ſpare man, and make him 
happy alſo, though he have the very 
ſ.me {ins deeply rooted in his nature'/ 
It cannot be; It is true indeed, ſuch a 
| man 
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man as this may lay afide his ſins, and 
obtain mercy at the hands of God 
through Jeſus Chriſt , but it he do not 
this, the fins that make the Devil fo 
vile in the eyes of God . and fo miſera- 
ble, will make him fo likewiſe. And 
therefore when a wicked man pretends 
to dehe the Devil, and profefles to 
hate him , he ought to conſider that 
theſe are but very vain words, when at 
the ſame time he embraces his works. 
For we are obliged by our profeffion of 


Chriſtianity , as well as by our firſt 


Promiſe, to rexounce the devil and all 
bis works; Andif we defic his name 
only , and do not renounce his works, 
we do but like the Cowardly Soxldier 
that exclaims againſt his enemie wham 
he will not fight. It was an excellent 
ſaying of Siracides , When the ungodly: 
curſeth Satan , hecurſeth his own ſoul, 
Eccl, 21. 27. When a wicked man 
curſeth the devil , and is at the fame 
time one of his children and followers, 


he does but curſe himlſelt. 


It then. we will believe the Holy. 
Scriptures; 
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Scriptzeres rather than the dehnitions 
of a corrupt Church, and think that 
God is neceſſarily holy, and not ſuch 
an one as theHeathens worſhippedzand 
that Heaven is an boly State , and 
not a Paradiſe for fools and ſenſualiſts 
we mult alſo grant , that holineſs bere 
is of abſolute neceſſity to our happineſs 
hereafter. And then certainly , this 
ſhews us again the vanity of thoſe men 
that lead wicked lives , and live with- 
out God in the World, and think to 
make amends for all with a few good 
words at laſt (which they call Repent- 
ance) and by that means to pet into 
a better world than this. 
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ſhall now ſhew the very great dan- 
| ger of delaying our repentance to 
the latter cnd of our days ; What very 
great 
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great hazards, and wncertainties , 
and peradventures we run when we do 
ſo, 

1. It is uncertain how long we ſhall 
live, and therefore there is danger in 
putting off our Repentance to our old 
age. God never gave us our life in 
Zi as nor 

ſuran vit#« 
of the Lord, and he t4nquam peck» 
may throw us out of nie,nulld preſti 
our Cottages when he _— Cic. 
pleaſes, We have no * © Utele 
day granted to us to pay back thelives 
that God hath lent us, they may at 
any time be required of us. It was the 
Devils firſt le, and he is always re- 
peating it , Te ſhall not ſurely. die, 
Ger. 3. 4. And it he can by this 
means rock us aſleep he hath us faſt 
enough. But yet we have daily expe- 
rience how vaina thing a man at his 
beſt eſtate is, and how extreamly vain 
it is to promiſe our ſelves any long 
continuance, or delign any great-mat- 
ters here, The Jews have a good pro- 
verb 
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verb that Many old Camels carry the 
thins of the younger Camels to the 
Markee And indeed 
one would think that 
the ſudden death of our 
Neighbours, of our Friends and Relz- 
tives, that were younger, and (trong- 
er, and bctter than we, ſhould con- 
vince us that we have ro aſſurance 
'that we ſhall live long. Huw many 
have we known or heard of , upon 
whom death came and gave no warn- 
ing: For ſo, many times, it is, men die 
fuddenly when they lealt think of fuch 
a thing. Many a man dics in the midſt 
of a journey ; in a crowd and thropg 
of worldly buſineſs, when they are juſt 
arrived to their preferment and the 
Fi occupates es, ſumme of their hopes, 
vita f-ſtinat : upon their marriage or 
Mors interim their new honours, in 
aderit cut, vels thcjr meals or ſports, 
nolts, —_ in a drunken fit or 
_ c. 3G. quarrel, and when they 

thought leaſt of fucha 
thing 3 then hath death ovcrtzken 
them 
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them, and laid on them its cold hands, 
| cloſed their eyes , and ſtopped their 
| breath, and fpoiled their delignes, and 
put anend to their mirth , and cau- 
| fedall their thoughts' to periſh. And 
then the man that had no time to ſerve 
God muſt find time to die, and he 
that had not leiſure to amend his life, 
muſt now loſe it againſt his will, We 
often hear ſuch tidings as this, that 
ſuch a man is ſuddenly dead , whom 
we {aw alittle before in perfect health, 
and heard contriving ſome great things 
he would do ere long, And indeed 
there 15 no reaſon we ſhould won- 
der at any of theſe things: For, belides 
that ſuch things are very common , 
it is more to be marvelled at that we 
Mould live fo long than that we ſhould 
die ſo ſuddenly. For how very eaſily 
is this carthen veſſel broken , in what 
great danger are we every day ! Too 
great an heat , or too much cold, too 
much ſleep , or too great watching; if 
we Either eat toomuch, or abſtain too 
long; or elſe laboxr too hard, _— 
on 
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{oon deſtroyed: And it we preſume 
upon our. own temperance, yet who 
can ſecure himſelf from enemics a- 
broad ! A wild beaſt may meet him, 
and tear him in pieces., 2 King.2.24, 
Or ancnemy may give him a thrult un- 
der the fifth rib, (2 Sam. 3.27.) and 
let out his ſoul that way, ora tool or 
a Mad-man. may firike him to the 
wall when an cvil ſpirit is upon him : 
Thou may ſt cnter into an houſe that 
may fall upon thee and kill chee, (Luke 
13. 4.) Or thy horſe may throw thee 


out of this into another world.; thea 


mayſt catch the Plague , or be ſurpri- |! 
zed in thy gamcs, or choaked in thy 


meals. The rage of a Tyrant, the 
infeion. of a diſeaſe, the poiſon of a 


morſe] or of a draught, a Clap of * 


Thunder, or a Flaſh of Lightning 
may quickly ſend thee to thy long 
home: The Lord may ſmite thee , or 
thy day may come todie , or thou mayſt 


deſcend into battle and. periſh, 1 Sam. | 


26.10 Thy life is in Gods hand , 


who may taze it away when he -plea- | 
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| ſeth, or whenſvever thou diſpleaſe(t 


him. And then if thou die in thy fin, 
thou mult Jie down in ſorrow, and 


| R.Eleazar. In dwell with everlaſting 


Picke Avoth, burnings. And there- 
fore it was wholeſome advice the Jew 
gave his Scholar, that he ſhould repeye 
one day before he died: His meaning 
was, that he (hould repent preſently , 
becauſe he could not tell whether he 
ſhould live while to morrow 3 and 
that he (hould be always cxerciling re- 
pentance , that ſo when ever death 
thould come, it might find him pre- 


'} pared tor it : And to that purpoſe he 


Vide R. Sal» Makes uſe of the words 
mon Farchi in of Solomon: Let thy 
Ecel, 9.8. Garments be always 
white , and let thy head lack, no Oint- 
ment, Eccl. 9g. 8. The Jews were 
commanded to ajflidt their ſouls at the 


| day of Expiation, Levit. 16. 29, And 


q 


Maimonides, one of their Writers 
H.T«fbuy. tells us, that they were 
then obliged to confels their fins, and 
fo begin their conteſſion the a 
ore 
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fore this day of Expiation, and that 
before Supper alſo , and he gives this 
reaſon . becauſe elſe perhaps be may be 
choaked in Supper-time before be bath 
made his Confeſſimms. Alas, what do 
we mean to talk of repenting in our 
old age, when perhaps our breath may 
be ſtopt by the next morſel we eat, 
or our ſouls required of us this night: 
And it is the greateſt folly in the world, 
to live in that ſtate of things in which 
we (hall be afraid to die. It was great 
folly in the Virgins, to have their Oyl 
to ſeek when the Bridegroom called, 
It we do not repent ſpeedily , it is 
very probable we ſhall not repent at 
all, and if we do not repent at all, we 
ſhall be unavoidably and etcrnally mi- 
ſerable.One delay may for ever hinder 
us : It 1s here as it was with the Pool 


of Betheſda , where we tind he that | 


firſt ſtepped in after the moving of the 
waters, was cured of his diſeaſe, 79h 
5.4. He that repents preſently may 
have pardon , but he that ſlips but one 
{caſon, may perhaps never have it a- 


tO —— 


3 et Mens OE a ei tion ot 


JWr- 


_ — 
| et CSIR 


ny | 


The Young Yans Duty. 67 


ny more; for his life may ſoon be tak- 


en away, and then his hopes are en- 
ded. I have read a fad ſtory of a Gent- 
tleman , who on his Death-bed ima- 
gin*d he ſaw certain Meſſengers that 
came to carry him away to Hell, 
whereupon he fell into great ſhricks » 


and ended his miſerable 
rexel, Trib, 


| life with theſe words, 

| Ch « »® = ET) 
| Give me reſpite till to Ran 
' morrow, And Drexelius tells us a ſto- 


ry of another , of which he was wit- 
neſs himſelf ; Of a certain rich man 
that fell ſick, and in his ſickneſs was 
defired by ſome that ſtood by to lift 
up his mind towards Heaven : He 
fetched a great figh, and told them, 
that he did look up towards Heaven , 
but that he perceived that the paſſage 
thither was now (hut upon him. But 
what need I ſpeak of theſe , how ma- 
ny have our own ears heard complain 
upon their uncafie death-beds, of the 
precious time they have loſt ,, and the 
time they want, and cry out in vain , 
that their daies may be prolong 

| that 
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£ 
that men wer? wiſe , that they under- @ al 
flood this, that they would conſider ih 
their latter end, Dent. 32. 39+ O that | ſt 
- we would be wiſe in time, for there is | " 
no wiſdom in the Grave, whither we | f 
are making haſte, We had necd pray | 
1 may be ren- with the Pſalmiſt, Þ} > 
dred rightly. Teach ws to aumber our |\ "| 
———_—_ gy aright, and we 
the Cbaldee Pa, 21/1 bring a wiſe heart, 
raph.on#ſ127, Pf. 90. 12. as thoſe Þ 
2.Ex.10.29, words may be well 
tranſlated : That is, Grant that we 
may not be miſtaken in the right num- 
bring of our daies, in thinking them | 
longer than indeed they axe, and then | 
this right numbring of our days ſhall 
teach us Leſſons of great wiſdom, He 
is recorded for a Fool that promiſed 
himſelf many years. And certainly, R® 
he can dcferve no better name that | 
does ſo: We tind many timcs., that 3® 
the men that die ſuddenly , are thoſe FV 
men that thought to have lived long- = 
eff, Let us not ſay we will repent J& 
hereafter , when we cannot tell but we ! 
may die preſently, 2* But 
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3 2 But ſuppoſe thou doſtlive to old 


y. [0 age, yet it is very #ncertain, and a 
lop [1 verygreat peradventure, whether thou 
at I ſhalt have the grace truly to repent or 
is [4 not. Nay ; perhaps thou wilt die 
ve [4 ſuddenly ill, and never have the op- 
ay [4 portunity or the heart to call upon 
t, | God for mercy. Thou mayſt per- 
ur [4 haps be given over to an hard heart , 
we || and a ſeared Conſcience, and tempted 
«+ [1 to curſe God and die. The Lord, it 
& | may be, may be departed from bee , 
«11 |; and become thine enemy, As it was 
ve [4 with Sant, 1 Sam. 28. 15. It is 
© Þ! moſt likely thou wilt dic as thou didſi 
m |} live. What ſhould make me think, 
4 that the grace of God will follow thee 
to thy death-bed , and effeQually 
3 bring thee home , after thou haſt a- 
-4 Þ buſed the love, and deſpiſed the grace 
of God all thy life time! Why ſhouldſt 
thou think that God is ſo fond of thee, 
at 4 as that he will fave thee whether thou 
ſe Iwilt or not! Certainly we have more 
7- reaſon to fear , that God will no lon- 
nt Jger regard us , nor follow us with 
| entreatics, 
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entreaties, nor yet hear us though we 
cry loudly to him in our calamity: Let 
us well confider what the Holy Scrip- 
tures teach us in this matter , Prov, 1, 
28, 29. Fer. 11. 14. Ezek, 8.18, 
Indeed , if in our youth and ſtrength 
we remember our Creator, as we are 
commanded , we ſhall be ac 


For God hath not only compte us 


torcpent , and return to him , but to 
do it ſpeedily, which if we do we 
may be aſſured of acceptance, for we 
have a Promiſe for it , Ecel, 12. 1. 
Iſa. 55.6, 7. Prov. 8. 17. Butif 
we do neg)e& him Now , we have no 
aſſurance that God will regard us in 
our extremity. It we beprofane , as 
Eſau was , who fold his birth-right 
for a trifle, we have reaſon to fear 


that we ſhall loſe our Fathers bleſſing | 
alſo, and meet with the ſame event ; 


with him. For ye know that afterward 
when he would have inherited the bleſ- 
fing , he was rejefied , for he found no 
place of Repentance , though be ſought 
it carefully with tears, Heb, 12, 17. 
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* So that though we ſhould live to an 
| old age , yet may we diein our im- 
| penitence and hardneſs of heart , in 
| thelove of our ſins, and of this world: 
* And thus we ſhall do if God leave us 
| without his ſpecial grace, which we 
2 give him juſt cauſe todo. It is to be 
| teared we ſhall die as we lived; the tree 
'} uſes to fall that way that it is wont to 
| lean towards, If we live without God 
' intheworld , it is much to be feared 


we ſhall die without any regard to 
him , and perhaps without ſo muchas 


| calling upon his Name, or crying to 


him for his Mercy. 

3. But ſuppoſe we do call upon 
God for mercy upon our Death-beds, 
and cry out upon our fins , yet we 
have great reaſon to fear leſt we ſhould 
play the Hypocrite at ſuch a time as 
this. It is well if our Death-bed Re- 


| pentance be any better than diſſem- 
| bling: We have great reaſon to ſuſpe&t 


it is a forced, fained, and ſlaviſhthing. 
It is no wonder we cry out for Mercy, 


when we tind Gods Juſtice too hot for 
us, 


In y 
»/ : 
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us, We eaſily give our enemy fair 
words, when his dagger is at our breaſt, | 
or his knife at our throat ; When 
wn ; we are within the view of the flames of | 
WW. Hell, within the ftench of the Brim: || 
wt! ftone, and the noiſe of the miſerable! | 
i When we ſce ourſelves juſt paſſing into |* 
'Þ an eternal deftrufion , no wonder that 
Fl then we cry out for mercy. This may |! 
indeed affright us out of the aGion of 
fin , when yet we retain our affettion |* 
toit., And though the ſick man may 
cry out loudly for mercy at this time, |! 
and that with a bitter weeping, yet 'Þ 
there are two conſiderations that will |” 
render this Repentance very ſuſpicious, 
(1, If we confider how this Repent- 
ance commences, and is firſt wrought |: 
inus: Itisto befeared, that it is oniy |; 
an effeq of Gods Power, and Vindics- j 
tive Juſtice affrighting us , and not of | 
, his goodneſs that wins and draws us | 
to him. We may cry out becauſe we 
cannot withſtand his Power, when 
yet we do not grieve becauſe we have 
abuſed his love, And ſuch mens de- 
votion 
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votion is like that of the ancient Hea- 


' thens to one of their Deities whom 


| they worſhipped ne #oceret, leſt their 


Deity ſhould hurt them. Now moſt 
certain it is, that although the Power 
of God may ſcare us into ſome kind of 
repentance,yet it is the 73 yeusdy ©z8, 


| the goodneſs of God, that leads us to it, 
! as the Apoſtle affares us, Rom. 2. 4. 


The holineſs and infinite goodneſs of 
Gods Nature, that he is inhnitely bet- 


| ter than all the World is,or can be, to 


| usis the great inducement that brings. 


: 2 ſinner home to God, Thus it was 
; with the Prodigal ſon : When he came 
; to bimſelf be ſaid , how many hired ſer- 


vants of my fathers have bread exough, 
and to ſpare , and Iperifs with hunger ? 
I'will ariſe, and goto my father , &c, 
Lake 15. 17, 18. And thus it was 


| With the people of Iſrael in the Pro- 
} phet, who after they (ce the vanity 
| of running fromGod.are brought home 


i 


: 
: 


| by this inducement, Then ſhall ſhe ſay, 


I will go and returu to my firſt Hu:hand, 
for then it was better with me than now, 


E Hy. 
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Hoſg 2. 7. For the Almighty Powe! 
of God is not of it ſelf an inducemen* 
toa poor finner to come to Him , for 


that rather ſpeaks terrour than Excou- f 
ragement. His power may fooner | 


make us be afraid of him, than fear 


him as we ought , or love him as we 


ſhould, For he that cometh to God, | | 


muſt believe that He ir, and that he is 6 


rewarder of them that diligently ſeck | 


him , Heb.11. 6. There is Mercy 


with him , that he may be feared, He | 


muſt fear the Lord and bis Goodneſs , 
Hof: 3. 5- Gods power may make us 


diſſemblc and feign our ſelves obedient | 
at ſuch a time as this. And that is | 


the meaning ſure of theſe words in the 


wn»! Plalmiſt , Through the | 


eo Lovrlau LxxI preatneſs of thy Power 
(1272" Targ: ſhall thine enemies ſub- 
They frall be wit themſelves to thee, 


frund Vere; Se® pf: 66. 3. They (ball 


Nation. V. of, ſubmit themſelves, that ? 


13.44+ is, they ſhall yield a 
2 Sam-22-45, feined obedience , they 


ſhall diſſemble or lie to thee , as the 
Hebrew 
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' Bur if we might have ,,,, 
| our {ins quietly, might zene facit, eti- 
' weenjoy them in peace am ft bonwm ſee 
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Hebrew word imports. What we do 


at ſuch atime, itis to be feared we 
are forced to, we cry out upon our 


* fins becauſe they have madeus milſe- 
2} rable, we would now part with them, 
| becauſe we know not how to keep 
* them any longer with ſafety. We 
{ hate our fins becauſe they are hurtful 


tous, and the Rod of God is upon us, 


inwviths 


we ſhould not then 9vedfaciz.Aug. 


': hatethem. Our Repentance is in great 
-: part againſt our will , and therefore 
' cannot bgtrue repentance : We do 
'; at ſuch a time by our ſims, as a Ma- 
+7 riner in a tempeſt at Sea , does by his 
= goods, who throws them into the 
= Seaindeed , but it is becauſe his lite is 
: indanger in a ſinking ſhip, and not 
! becaulc he is weary of his goods. And 
' @ this canhardly de- Vide Aarifter, 
= ſerve the nameof a free Ethic.1.3.co 1: 
! or voluntary ation, and a matter of 
> choice, (@ may we very juſtly ſulpet 
| E 2 


tha; 
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that repentance that begins upon no 
other accounts. For true Repentance 
is a free and voluntary Action. We 
muſt not think to impoſe upon God 
after this manner. He knows the 
voice of Jacob trom that of Eſax well 
enough. 


wm—/er um nec Hoe paratum 
Plorabit , qui me velit incurvare que- 
relis, 


The great and holy and all-wiſe 
God, will accept of nothing leſs than | 
a true and unfeigned , and hearty Re- 
pentance : A forſaking our {ns , and 
2 free parting with them. But then 
again another conſideration , that will 
make this death-bed Repentance very | 
ſuſpicious to be a piece of diſſembling, 
is this; (2.) if we diligently obſerve 
theevent of this matter , we ſhall ma- 
ny times find that thoſe men that upon 
their {ick- beds cried out fo bitterly 
upon their fins, and ſoloudly for mer- 


cy, when God hath reſtored them to 


their 
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their health again , have embraced the 
very ſame fins which they lamented 
before, and have been as wicked , and 
far more wicked than ever they were 
before. Which as it is a clear evi- 
dence that this Repentance was no bet=- 
ter than plain Hypocriſie , ſo it may al- 
ſo teach us what little reaſon we have 
to truſt to ſuch a Repentance as this, 
or to meaſure our ſelves by fo uncertain 
and very fallacious a Rule. There are 
many men that in a (harp'fit of ſickneſs, 
or ſome great adveriity , make a very 
glorious appearance : You (hall hear 
them complain'ot their forgetfulneſs of 
God, and tell you how they would 
live and ſerve 'God if he would ſpare 
them this once: - But if you look up- 
on theſe men after God hath reftored 
them, you may find them many times 
tar worſe than ever they were known 
tobe. Such men as theſe are like the 
topps that children play with, that 
will go no longer than while they are 
whipt : Thus the Iſraelites, when 
they were «beaten , then they ſought 
E 3 the 
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the Lord, But when Feſurun waxed 
Fat ,. then he kicked. When he ſlew 
them, then they ſought him, and they 


returned and enquired early after their | 


God, and they remembred that God was 
their Rock,, and the high God their Re- 
deemer. Now a man would think this 
a very good people : But let us mark 
what follows, Nevertheleſs they did 
flatter bim with their mouth , and they 
lied unto bim with their tongues. For 
their beart was net right with him , aci- 
ther were they ſtedfaſt in his Covenant, 


'Þ 
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P/. 78. 34. — For when God delive- | 


red them they ſoon forget his workg , 
P/.106. 13. So far were they from 
being made better by their afflictions, 
which was Gods aim in laying then 
on , that they wearied God through 
their obſtinacy , fo that he complains 
ot them by the Prophet. Why ſhould 
you be ({mitten any more, ye will re- 
volt more and more, Efa.1.5. 

In aword, it was always fo with 
that people, that however they ſought 
the Lord in their Calamity, yet in 
chelr 
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' their Profperity they ran from him as 


faſt: And the Lord tells them as much 
by the Prophet: I ſpake wnto thee in 


: thy proſperity , but thou ſaidt, I will 
| net bear , this hatb been t wy manner 
'? from thy youth, that thou obeyed(t not 


my vice, Ter. 22. 21, 

And therefore it wasa wiſe ſaying 
of Ben Sira , That we Vide, Buxt. 
ſpould honour a Phyfici- Lexics Rab 


' an before we have need binic in, NON 


of bim. That is, that we ſhould ho- 


' nour God in our proſperity, if we 


would have him propitious to us in our 
advertity, To which we may add what 


: weread in Siracides ; Uſe Phyſick or 


ever tho be ſick ; Before judgment Ox- 


| tamine thy ſelf, and ia the day of Viſte 


tetion thou (halt find mercy, Humble 
thy ſelf before thou be fick 3 and in the 
time of (irs ſhew repentance. Let #no0- 
thing hinder thee to pay thyVow ia dze 


; time, aad defer not until death to be 


Juitified, Eccles. 18. 19, 20,21, 222 Io 
turn to God in our youth and proſpe- 
rity is a great Argument of a — 
4, O 


— 
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of our Repentance. Whereas we have 
great Reaſon to fear that our death- 
bed Repentance is but a flattering of 
God ,; and that unto which we are 
craned and skrewed up by the terrors of 
the Almighty , and not drawn to it 
by the cords of a Max , or the Band: 
of Love, Hoſ. 11.4, Whereas he 
that does truly repent and is conver- 
ted, chooſes to become a new man,and 
leads a new life, and would do fo, if 
there were no Hell to puniſh, and 
Heaven to reward him. For he in- 
wardly loves holineſs, and hates tin 
with a perfect hatred. He is always 
acted by an inward vital principle that 
moves him and ſets him forward, 
Whereas the hypocrite is moved jult 
like a Clock , or ſome ſuch inſtrument, 
that goes indeed, but it is no longer 
than there are certain weights hanging 
on, that they will move : For they 
have no vital principle to aGuate their 
wheels , and continue their motion : 
So is the Hypocrite , a kind of inſtru- 
ment that goes by pulleys or weighty , 
which 
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which may be taken away and laid a» 
ſide, and then the motion is ftaid. Now: 
the hypocrite upon his ſick-bed hath 
great weighty upon him, and no won- 
der that then he goes faſter, but when 
they are removed, it is-as little to be 
wondred at that he ſhould fland ſtill. 
This is excellently exprefſcd by Fob, 
ſpcaking of the Hypocrite , Wilt God 
hear bis. cry when trouble cometh upon 
him? , Will be delight bimſelf in the 
Almighty * Will be always call upon 
God? Fob. 27, 9, 10. In which 
words the hypocrite is painted in his- 
colours': He. crigs unto God, there's: 
his keligionghſ it .is- when #roxble 
comes upoFhim, that is the weighs? 
that moves him. For.he wants an /#-: 
ward prixciple, fox he docs not delight 
in the Almighty: He wants a vital. 
principle to continue his devotion , he 
will not always calt upon God... The- 
hypocrites Religionis a burden to him, 
it is not pleaſant-to his ſoul. He car- 
ries it about with him juſt as the K/#u#” 
did the Arkto Beth-ſhemeſh, who low-: 

E $, ed: 
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ed as they went along, 15Sam.6. 12, 
But the true ſervant of God delights 
to do his will, and keep his Command- 

"= ME. ments, and His Com- 
Bagormc us 9079” randments are not grie- 
vous, 1 Fobu $.3. That is, they arc 
not heavy and burdenſom to him. His 
Religion is become natural to him, and 
he is in great meaſure the ſame man in 
health , that he is in ſickneſs : And 
when in a great trouble he vows obe- 
dience to God, he performs his vows, 
I will pay thee my vows which my lips 
bave uttered , and my month bath fpok- 
en when T was in trouble , Pſal,s, 13, 
14. By what hath been ſaid it will ap- 
pear , that we have very great reaſon 
to ſulpeQ our death-bed repentance to 
be but hypocriftie , and fo unavailable 
to our ſalvation: And this is another 
very great peradventure and hazard 
that he runs , that puts off his Repent- 
ance. 

4- Another great danger in putting 
off our Repentance is this, that this is 
a ltcptq haal impenitence and unbe- 
licf, 
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lief, which is a fin that there is no par- 
don in the Goſpel for , a fin for which. 
Chriſt never died , it being contrary 
to the whole deſign and purpoſe of 
the Goſpel, O conlider , will it not 
be a dreadful thing to dic in thy ms, 
and lie down in everlaſting burnings ! 
How great will thy miſcry be, if thou 
= in thy fins , when thou might*tl 
ave been ſaved from 4 ales wif 

them: If thou art etef- ——_ " 
nally Jot when thou Satvater ſatu 
hadſt a Saviowr that was non erir? 
ready to deliver thee! Would it not 
be a diſmal light to ſee a friend or bro- 
ther dragged from his ſick-bed to Hell. 
To hear him go howling down to the 
hre and brimfione ! This will be thy 
fad portion if thou die in thy fins. And 
certainly when thou putteſt thyRepent- 
ance off but til] to morrow, thou tak- 
e(t a ſtep towards this ſad Conclution. 
For he that is now dead in his h1ns be- 
gan with ſuch tingle ir.ſftances as now 
thou dolt , when he was exhorted to 


xepent he was wont to put God off 
witty 
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with a Not yet Lord, and, wheu T 
bave a fit ſeaſon , when T have paſſed 
my youth , and followed the deſignes of 
young men, And then when God 
called , he had married a Wife , or 
hired a Farm , or is making a Pur- 
chaſe, trafficking and getting gain : 
and laying up in ſtore tor the Winter 
of old age. And thus the man put 
God off, till death (topped his breath, 
and (ſpoiled his defignes , and ſent him 
away to his eternal miſery : And then 
the poor creature is miſerable, beyond 
all thought and all recovery. Thou 
fayſi thou wilt repent to morrow . and 
ſo perhaps. thou wilt always ſay, till aH 
thy Sand be run out , and thy Sun be 
{ct , and there be no ſuch thing as a 
Morrow left : When wilt thou make a 
ſtop it thou do not do it preſently ? 
Certainly , others have deluded them- 
felves with theſe hopes, that are now 
among the dead and among the damn- 
ed, They have faid that they would - 
repent ere long , but yet they left the 
world before they did this work, and 
are 
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are dead and miſerable longago. And 
how canſt thou be ſecure , when thou 
treadeſt inthe very ſame paththat hath 
led ſo many down to- the Chambers 
of Death? Cant thou expe@a the ve- 
ry ſame track ſhould bring thee to hap- 
pineſs , that brought thy Neighbour 
to his miſcry ? 

5- Another danger-in-delaying our 
Repentance, is this, that ſo long as we 
remain without Repentance , God 
looks upon us as his enemies , and. 
whatever we do is not acceptable in 
his fight: Weare in a ſlate of nature, 
and children of wrath, and all- our 
prayers. and confcſhons, &c. are not 
accepted. The ſacrifice of the wicked is 
an abomination to the Lord, Prov.15.$, 
We know God heareth not ſinners , but 
if any man be a Worſhipper of God, and 
doth his Will, bim he heareth, John 
9.31, Till we have repented, God 
looks upon us as his e&- Vide Grot de 
nemics, for War is jare Bell, c, 
rather a State than an 3 
Afton, and we are Gods-cnemies till 
We 
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we have laid aſide our affeQion to our 
lin, and be reconciled to him. While 
we delay our Repentance, we ſtand 
Proereſtinatis Out in our enmity to 
negand!i inflriue God 3 for a delay is no 
mentun ei. Icfs than a denial. He 
Card, that puts God off docs 
as much as declare that he refuſes to be 
reconciled , and fo does continue con- 
rumacioufly an enemy to God. And 
God is alſo an cnemy to him. And 
verily, did we know what it meant to 
be under Gods distavour and diſplca- 
ſurc, we would fooner chooſe the great- 
ell miſcrics and torments in the world 
before it: If God withdraw our breath, 
we are loſt for ever , and then we ſhall 
underftand what Gods diſpleaſure 
means , and ſhall tind that there is #0 
forrow like this ſorrow. And while 
we continue in this ſtate, there is a ve- 
Ty little diſtance between us and an e- 
ternal defiruction. Methinks it ſhould 
make an impenitent {inner ſtartle, did 
he but confider how little a remove he 
is from cternal wrath , and that no- 
thing 


4 


| 
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thing keeps him from it but a ſmall 
thread of life, which as it may be eaſily 
fnapt aſunder , fo when it is, he falls 
downto unſpeakable ſorrows. Every 
man walks upon the borders, & within 
the Neighbcurhood of deathz we read 
of one that ſaid , that Vide Stata 
the 72 vey @& Tis vias, ww 
i. e. The bickneſ; of the © — 
Shipboard (which is not many inches) 
ir the diſtance that the Mariner is in 
from death.” And I amſure David faid, 
there was but « fiep between him and 
death, 1 Sam. 20. 3. And indeed 
every man may fay it truly, The next 
fiep may be into his grave : But then 
the impenitent finner is in a worſe caſc; 
for as every man is upon the borders of 
death, fo is he upon the borders of 
death, and of Hell too, 

6. By every dclay we harden ous 
hearts againſt God , and the oftner we 
do this, the more unlikely will be 
our Return and Repentance. To day, 


if you will bear bis voice , harden 10s 


your bearts, Heb, 3. 7, By delaying 
| to 
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to hear Gods yoice we become more 
incorrigible , and more rcprobate,and: 
averſe from every good. word and 
work 3 till at length we get a Whorey 
forehegd , and refuſe to be aſhamed, and 
faces (and hearts too) harder than the 
rock that refuſes to "wok Jere3+3«5-3. 
And then in vain arc all the Sermons 
that we hear, and the judgments that 
we ſee and feel, We arc not ſhaken by 
the terrors of the Law, nor drawn by. 
the-Promiſes of the Goſpel, nor allur- 
ed by the voice of the wiſeſt Charmer, 
Wego on in our fins, and though God 
hedg in our way with thorns, yet is 
nothing, able to turn us back. Thus 
it is with the Jewilh people, With- 
hold thy foot from being unſhod , and 
thy throat from thirſt : bat thou ſaidjt , 
. there is no hope : No, I bave loved 
ftrangers and after them I will go, Jer. 
2. 25- A. dread{ulexample we have 
of this in Pharaoh :. God (ent to him to 
diſmiſs his people, he works ligns and 
wonders to convince him, but he har- 
dens his: heart, - The Rives is turned 
znt9o 
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into blood 3 he is plagued with Frogs» 
with Lice and Flies; a Murrain falls 
upon his Cattle, and boyls upon him- 
ſelf and ſervants: Thunder , 'Hail , 
Fire and Locuſt, and a thick dark- 
neſs will not make him yield, till at 
laſt he dies miſcrably by the Hand of 
the Almighty; and he that would not 
cbey Gods voice , muſt endure his 
hand, He that delays to day to hear 
Gods voice, does by God as Pha- 
raobh did , and the oftner he repeats 
theſe delays , and reitcrates his reſiſt- 
ances to the Call of God, the lels 
hopes is there of [11s returning, 

7. By our dclays we provoke God 
to leave us, and to rclvlve to have no 
morc to do with us, nor any longer 
to follow us with his mercies. God 
may perhaps the next repulſe (wear in 
his wrath that his ſpirit ſhall never 
ſtrive with thee more, and that thou 
ſhalt never enter into his relt, God 
alone can tell how long he will endure 
our repulſes, . before he caſt us off for 
ever. Hecan only tell how near 
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to hear Gods voice we become more 


incorrigible, and more rcprobate,and: 


averſe from every good. word and 
work 3 till at length we get a Whores 
forehead, and refuſe to be aſhameg,and 
faces (and hearts too) harder thax the 
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ed by the voice of the wiſeſt Charmer, 
Wegoon in our fins, and though God 
hedg in our way with thorns , yet is 
nothing able to turn us back. Thus 
it is with the Jewilh people, With- 
hold thy foot from being unſhod , and 
thy throat from thirſt : bat thou ſaidjt , 
there is no hope : No, I bave loved 
ftrangers and after them I will go, Jer. 
2. 25- A. dread{ulexample we have 
of this in Pharaoh ;. God (ent to him to 
diſmiſs his people, he works ligns and 
wonders to convince him, but he har- 
dens his heart, - The Rives is turned 
znt9 
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into blood 3 he is plagued with Frogs» 
with Lice and Fliecsz a Murrain falls 
upon his Cattle, and boyls upon him- 
ſelf and ſervants: Thunder , 'Hail 
Fire and Locuſt,. and a thick dark- 
neſs will not make him yield, till at 
laſt he dies miſcrably by the Hand of 
the Almighty; and he that would not 
cbey Gods woice , muſt endure his 
hand, He that delays to day to hear 
Gods woice , does by God as Pha- 
raoh did , and the ottner he repeats 
theſe delays , and reitcrates his reſiſt- 
ances to the Call of God , the leſs 
hopes is thexe of his returning. 

7. By our dclays we provoke God 
to leave us, and to rclvlve to have no 
more to do with us, nor any longer 
to tollow us with his mercies. God 
may perhaps the next repulſe (wear in 
his wrath that his ſpirit ſhall never 
ſtrive with thee more, and that thou 
ſhalt never enter into his reft, God 
alone can tell how long he will endure 
our repulſes, . before he caſt us off tor 


ever. Hecan only tell how near we 
are 
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are to come to that ſata! point from 
whence there is no retreating,.*Tis ob+ 
ſerved that Pharaoh's heart was hard- 
ned, after the eighth veſijtance ; whe- 
ther God will bear ſo long with us we 
cannot tell: We have too much reaſon 
to fear , that the next rchiſtance we 
make, may bring this dreadful 
ſtroke upon us. *Tis to be feared we 
are advancing apace to Pharaoh's hard- 
ncſs of heart , unto which our aGs of 
lin do fet us forward by way of natu- 
rat cauſality, as well as by calling 
down the Divine Juſtice to compleat 
the ſad change. Do we not perceive 
our hearts grow more and more hard 
and inflexible : And that the tender- 
neſs which once we had wears away 
Res delicata eft apaces Be not too bold : 
Sririaus ſanflus. TheHoly Spirit of God 
is tender and may ealily be grieved,and 
cauled to depart trom thee, His gentle 
fires may be quenched by thy obſtina- 

Be inſtrutied , O Feruſalem, leſt 
my ſoul depart from thee, Fer. 6.8, 
God deals with us, as with his Cities, 
Deut. 
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Dewt. 20, He offers us terms of peace, 
1. but if we xefuſe to yield what can be 
1 expeQed , but woauls aaner & 3 an 
| irreconcileable warre for ever. And 


© | then we ſhall be as without God, fo 
0 without Hope in the world. And 
y much better would it have been, that 
1 we had never heard of the me- cies of 
, the Goſpel , which fo unthankſully 
. we have refuſed. If we put all theſe 
f things together , we ſhall tind that the 
Putting our Repentance off to our 
> |; death-beds is very full of hazards and 
| peradventures, 


CHAP. Iv. 


| Shall now proceed to ſhew the very 
great unreaſonableneſs of putting 
| our Repentance off to our death-beds : 
! 1 ſhall make it appear fo be a very 
unjuſt _thing , and very unreaſonable. 
And that 1 ſhall do in the following 
Severals. 


1. Itis very unreaſonable to ſerve 
God 


ol 
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God in the laſt place. To ſpend tie 
greateſt and beti part of our time a 
lirength in the ſlavery of the Devil and 
World, and to put God off with Ov! 
dry bones, When we have a male 
our flock, to offer up unto Goda 
corrupt thing. Certainly , our Land- 
lords and Maſters will not be ſerved 
thus. It is a moſt unjuſt thing to ct- 
fer up unto God , nothing but the ru- 
ines and ſpoils of tin, and the leavings 
of the Devil : To prc- 
1s vg wg ſent him that, and that 
tits r:ſervare, only, which we know 
© idſo'nm tem- not where elſe to be- 
_— —_ mentt fiow. Wearenot wil- 
Ee Feed! ling to ſerve God , till 


in nullim rem 
conferri prſſit 2 We can follow our ſins 


-Sen, de. brey. no longer. We offcr up 


Vit, Ce. 4. unto God the Wax,and 


Keep the Hony to other uſes. We do 
as Saul did, who,though he deltroy- 
ed thoſe things which were vile and 
refuſe ſacrificing them to the Divine 
Will, yet he ſpared Agag, and the beſt 
of the Sheep and Oxen,2 Sam.15, And 
this 


a Aa ac ar © ap 


|. 
I! 


(ny 


EA ELE HERE x. 


The Young Yans Duty. 93 


this is the greateſt piece of unreaſon- 
ableneſs in the World. For it God 
be our Father and our Lord, our Ma- 
ſter and our beſt Friend, to him is due 
the beſt of what we are or have. Our 
youth and ſirength, the ſpring of our 
Age, and the principal of our ſtrength 
and time is only due to him. 

2, It is very unreaſonable to put off 
our great buſine(s to that inſtant, when 
we have leaſt time , and lealt (frength 
to do it in. . Thus does he do that 
puts off his Repentance to his old Age 
and death-bed. This is as if two bat- 
tels. between the oppolite Armies , 
ſhould begin to be fought at night , 
when : they. would preſently be buried 
in darkneſs , and diſtracted with con- 
fuſion, Our death-bed is not.a fit place 
for ſo difficult and comprehenhve a. 
work. Repentance ſhould be finiſhed, 
and not begun , at/ſuch a time. . The 
Jews were forbid to {eek Mans upon 


| their Sabbath-day, they were to 
\ pather enough upon the day before, 


that they might reſt on that day of relt. 
The 


—_— — 
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The everlaſting reſt is approaching on 
our death-bed , we ſhould not then 
be toſcek when we are entring into our 
Reft, This would be juſt as if a man 
ſhould have all his daics work to do 


whenhis time of ſleep and reſt is come : 


They were fooliſh Virgins, that when 
their Bridegroom called had their Oyl 
to ſeck, and in this very miſerable too, 
that while they weat to provide 
themſelves with Oyl, the door was 


ſhut , Mat. 25, Upon our death-bed 


our Lord calls us hence to receive the 
fruit of our ways , and therefore that 
is not a time to work, Belides, our 
death is ſometimes very ſudden , and 
then we have no time; And fome- 
times very viotent , and then we have 
no ftrength. We are many times hur- 
ried away to our graves, and there is 
no f| or diſtance between our 
health and death, Whenit is thus we 
have no time for any thing, and there- 
fore none for our Repentance. But 
yet ſuppoſe we lye a while upon our 
death-bed , yet then many times we 
arc 
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arc dead as to all the great purpoſes of 
life , and the ends of Religion: Many 
times our Reaſon is laid afleep by a 


Lethargy or Apoplexie, or clſe ma» 


ſtered by the flames of a Feavor, or 
inſolencies of a Phrenſie3 at leaſt much 


| obſcured by the ſteam ofa black choler: 


And when our Reaſon is departed, it 


is too 1.te to repent, and indeed impoſ- 
| kble. Bur if nothing of this ſhould 


happen, yet ſhall we tind it task e- 
nough to conflict with our diſcaſe at 


{ thattime; We ſhall have enough to 


do to ſupport patiently under our pre 


| ſent trouble. I have read of a Souldier 


underChorles the Fifth, Vide Serad- 


| who begging from the Bell. Belg, 1.1. 
Emperour his Maſter , Þ<& 1+ 


2 diſcharge from the Office he held 
under him , and the Emperour de- 


manding of him the reaſon that mo- 


ved him to lay aſide his Employment, 


he gave the Emperour this Anſwer , 
That between the day of death , and the 
Afﬀairs of life , there ought to intercede 
ſome ſpace of time, A wile ſpeech it 
was 


} 
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was , and ſuch an one as is thought to 
have had an influence upon that Em- 
perour, to retire from his weighty 
Aﬀairs, as Hiftory tells us he did, 
Sure I am, it carries with it a great 
truth , for there is very much to be 
done before we can die well, and it 
will be very unreaſonable to put all 
that into ſo narrow a room as 9ur 
death-bed is. l 
.3. It is very unreaſonable to put 
off our main bulineſs , and buſie our 
ſelves about ſmall and trifling things, 
And thus he does that puts hisRepent- 
ance off till his death-bed, We account 
hima very weak man that goes to a 
Mart: or Fair, .to lay in neceſſary 
proviſion for himſelf and family ,, and 
yet ſpends his time there in bearing 
ſonnets , and his mony upon gauds and 
play-things. It is to be feared molt 
men do thus : They live at that rate, 


as if God had ſent them into the world | 
to gaze, and to feed themſclves fat, | 
torake together a little wealth, to | 
wear gay cloaths, or be cricd up for | 
brave Þ 
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| brave men. For theſe are the little 


things that we buſie our ſelves about , 


| and not to know God, and ferve and 


love him, which yet is the great,and, 
indeed, only end for which God hath 
ſent us into this world, It is a fad 
conſideration to think how long we 


| live , and to how little purpoſe: Hiſt- 


ory tells us of Julius Ceſar, that when 
he read over Alexanders exploits , he 
wept , and told his friends , That 
whereas Alexander at Vide Plurarch 
bis age had overcome 2 aq hs . 
Darius, that yet he had - NY 
done nothing of any remark, Well may 
we all weep, when we think that 
we have been ſo long , and lived fo lit- 
tle; that we have ſpent ſo many years, 
and done fo /ittle work : That at this 
Age we have not maſtered our paſſions, 


| not ſubdued our defires , not weaned 


our ſel ves from this vexatious World , 


| nor become either fit tolive, or fit to 

dic. That we ſhould ſpend ſo much 
; time about our profits and our plea- 
* {ures and beas far from God, and. 


F from 
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fromHeaven.and farther too;than ever | 
we-were. We are careful and troubled | 
about many things, when we forget the 
Unum neceſſarium,the one needful thing, | 
that good part that ſhall never be taken | 
away from us, Luke 10.41, 42. 
4. It is very unreaſonable to truſt 
to our death-bed Repentance, and to Þ 
fay we will repent hereafter , becauſe | 
It will not be in our power to do it 
then, unleſs God follows us with his 
ſpecial grace, and enable us to do it, 
But whether he will do that or not we 
cannot tell; for belides that we give 
him juſt cauſe to abandon and forſake 
us: He hath no where promiſed that, 
though we negleQ him in our health, 
he will certainly remember us on our 
Death-beds, and then work a true 
repentance in our hearts, 
$5- It will appear very unreaſonable,it | 
we Conſider how we do in our worldly 
affairs: If we ſhould tranſact our world- 
Iy affairs with no greater wiſdom than 
we do the concerns and affairs of our 


ſouls, we ſhould be taken for Fools or 
Madmen 
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madmen, In our worldly buſineſs we 
walk by certain ſaving rules , and pru- 
dential principles of good husbandry. 
We think it wiſdom to ſecure the 
main , to provide againſt Winter , not 
zo let our Market ſlip , nor to refuſe a 
gud proffer and overture , to chooſe good 


| ſeed and a good ſeaſon for the tillage and 


| ſowing our Land, We account him a 


fool that withſtands his Market, and 
neglefis his Seed-time, and yet ex- 
peas a full purſe and a plentiful Flar- 
veſt, We think him a mad man that 
ſows tarerz and yet confidently looks 
for a Crop of Wheat. We call him an 
ill Husband that runs on ſcore; and 
adds daily to his debts , but is neither 
careful to get them examined, nor get 
them croſſed, We laugh at a man that 
begins not to learn a trade till he be old, 
that begins not his work Turpis @ ride” 
till #ight, orthat does cyla res off ele* 
not go to ſchool till he mentarius Se” 
is blind for old age:We 7x-Sen.cap.36, 
ſhould wonder to heara very old man 
tell, that he is going to build himſelf 
F 2 a 
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a fair houſe, and that then he would 
travel into forrein parts , and then go 
into the Wars, and learnthe modes 
and falhjions of the World, Should 
we ſeca man very dangerouſly wound- 
ed, his life bleeding out apace through 
his veins, that ſhould tell us he would 
ſeek for no help till after ſo many days 
or months, how would ſuch a thing 
aſtoniſh us! We ſhould admire at 
the man, that having drank deadly 
poiſon unawares , ſhould ſpeak of get- 
ting an Antidote the next Spring,in 
order to his recovery! Who would 
not deride that man that ſhould tell 
him, that he expected as good wheat 
from the ſeed of cockle, as he might 
expe that ſowed the tine(t wheatzand 
that it would be all one whether we 
{owed or not , or whether our ſeed 
were good or bad, fo we did but 
truſt the mercics of an Almighty God, 
who could ſend us a great Harveſt 
without ſo much coſt and pains 3 we 
ſhould think him a vain man that 


ſhould tell us, that he did not doubt 
but 
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but in oxeday to do the work of a whole 
life : Or that, when he hatha very 
long journey to take, ſhould affirm, 
that he had ſuch a truſt in the mercy 
of God, that he did not qucliion but 
to perform his journey , though he 
late (till till the very laſt moment 3 ex- 
pecting no lels from Gods Omaipo- 
tence, than. what the Jews tell us 
hapned by a miracle to Fecob , when 
he went from Beerſhe- y... Targum 
bato Haran, they tell Jon.-and Hie- 
us, that he went it in roſol in Gen, 
a day,and that the carth 28. 

between Beerſheba and Haran did leap 
towards him to meet him, and ſo 
ſaved him the labour of footing 1t over. 
Such fools and madmen are we, we 
expect that Heaven (ſhould meet us, 
and fave us the labour of any long p1l- 
grimage: We look God ſhould be fo 
tond of us , as to be always working 
miracles. ' for our fſakes.3 and that 
when we will not be ſaved, that he 
(ſhould ſave us whether.we will or not. 
We negle& our Secd-time, and re- 
E 3 gard 
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gard not what our feed bez we will 
not learn the way to Heaven, nor fight 
the good fight , nor run the race till 
old age come upon us: Our ſouls are 
wounded , and we neglect a remedy, 
we have a great journey to go, and 
much work to do, and yet we loiter 
or fit ſtill; as if Heaven were nothing 
worth, and our ſouls of no value, or 
as if it were the moſt cafie thing to 
get to Heaven, though our Saviour 
lay , the gate is ſlreight and the way 
narrow that leads to life, and that 
there be but few that find it, Mat. 7.14. 
And certainly,we ſhall tind it an hard- 
ex matter to get to Heaven than we 
are aware of, 


L — 


GUS 


[| come now to take off thoſe Objet- 
ons that etther might or have been 
brought again(t what I have hitherto 


faid. 
Obj, 1, The firſt I ſhall name, is 
that 


A | SE" Lk Rd 
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| that which weread at the beginning of 


the Common-Praycr-Bcok-, betore 


the late alterations made, cited-from 
Ezeh. 18, And the words as: they: 


lie in that Buok of Comion-Prayer 
are theſe, At what time ſoever a finzer 
doth repent him of his ſins from the bot- 
tom of his heart , I will put all his 


wickedneſs ont of my remembrance,ſaith 
the Lord, From whence ſome are 


ready to infer, that it will be all 


| one whether we repent now: or here- 
| after , nay farther, that we are not 


obliged to an early Repentance, but 


may delay it tothe laſt moment ,- be-: 


| cauſe it is ſaid At what time ſoever, 
| And this is too commonly objected by 
| men of weak and corrupt minds, in 


defence of their delays. To which I. 


| anfwer, 


Firlt, that though Ezek 18. 21, 22, 
be cited for theſe words in thatBook of 


| Common-Prayer , yet it we look the 
| words in the Prophet , we (hall tind 

ſome difference. For the words- in 
* Ezekiel run thus : If the wicked ſhall 


F 4 turn 
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turn from all his fins that he hath com- 
mitted , and keep all my Statutes: and 
do that which is lawful and right (note Y 
that well) he ſhall ſurely live and not 
die. So that in this place there is no 
promiſe of Pardon to a wicked man, 
unleſs he turn from all his fins, and 
keep all Gods Statutes, and do that 
which is lawful and right, And cer- 
tainly, this imports a great deal more 
than a crying out for mercy. He mult 


forſake his way , and bis thoughts too, | 


Eſ2.55.-7. He muſt reſtore the Pledge, | 
and give again what he hath robbed, 
and walk in the Statutes of life without 
committing iniquity, Ezek, 33.15. Þ 
And therefore from theſe places cana Þ 
man have no encouragement for his 
death-bed Repentance , for they loud- F 
ly call for a good lite and honelt ati- F 
ons. 

Secondly , Ianſwer , though God 
have promiſed Pardon whenſoever we 
repent , yet he hath no where madea | 
promiſe that he will follow that man 
with his grace which (hall cgable him 


to 


1d | 
te FF 
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to repent, to his death» oy; p,omiſit 
bed, who refuſes and re- penitenti went« 
liltsthis offer ofgrace in 971,907 promiſee 
the time of his health. iy Rene 
entiam, 

Lalily, we mult re- 
pent at the bottom of our heart before 
we can have this Pardon: Now we 
know our hearts are deceitful, and we 
have great reaſon to ſuſpe& our death- 
bed Repentance to be teigned and hy- 
pocritical. It was a Speech of a very 
worthy man, that , he that will diſ- 
ſemble with Gid in bis 
life-time , will diſ- Mr. Orecenham, 
ſemble with him in his death. 

Obj. 2. But ſome will ſay, God 
does as well accept, and as amply 
reward the old mans late Repentance,.. 
as the carly Repentance and Reforma- 
tion of the young : He gave as great 
a reward to thoſe that went into his 
Vineyard at the cleventh houre , -as he 
did to thoſe that went in more carly., . 
and that did endure the heat and burs. 
den of the day : As may appear from 
that Parable which we read , — 20. 
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And therefore there is no fuch need of 
an early Reformation, nor yet any 
ſuch- danger in a late or death-bed 
Repentance. To-which I ſhall anſwer, 
1. It is by no means evident, that 
this Parable w2s ever meant in any fuch 
ſenſe as is ſuppoſed in this ObjcCtion. 
For our Saviour hath no where told us, 
that by the eleventh buxr is meant old 
Age. Norhave we, that I know of, 
the leaſt ſhadow of reaſon to under- 
and it inſuch aſenſe : But thedefign 
of that Parable ſeems rather to be this, 
viz, to teach the Jews., who were 
Gods firſt people , that though God 
choſe them firſt at the beginning of the 
world , yet would he now make his 
Name known to the Gentiles, accord- 
ing, as was forctold of old, and this 
he would now do in the daies of the 
Mcitras , in the end of the World , or 
The time of the eleventh hour : and 
Ekrift, and of that though the Jews 
_ _ in would repine at this 
bh be mercy of God towards 
called, may {he Gentiles, yet not- 
well withſtanding 


withſtanding their 
murmuring, ( v. 11. 
God would call in the 
Gentiles, and- accept 
of and reward thcir 
ſervices as largely as he 
would the Jews. As 
God rewarded Abra- 
bam, Muſes and David, 
and all. holy men a- 
mong the Jews in their 
ſeveral times, fo would 
he alſo reward all good 
men , though Gen- 
tiles, in thoſe luſt times 
ot the Goſpel. 
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well be called 
here *EyJyxa- 
Th w Of when 
It is eiſewhere 
Cilled Exary: 
0 

© #4, I Foun 2, 
13,Andis very 
ofren called , 
the end of the 
World, the laſt 
days or time, | 
Cor, 10.11, Heb- 
1.2. AEFs. To I7, 
IL Pe'., I. 20, 
Heb.9.26. 

E [a.2.2.. 


And ( an Ancient. 


Writer expounds theſe. Theophylat. - 
words, who expounds 18 oc. 


the houſholders.going out early in the. 
morning , to be meant of Gods calling 
his ſervants in the beginning of the. 
world to Noah: The Labourers of the 
third hour , to be thoſe in Abraham's 
time ; of the ſixth , about the time of 
Moſes; the ninth, the times of the 


Prophets, the eleventh hour, . the _ 
a 
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of Chrift, And verily, it we duly 
weigh this interpretation, (which is 
neither new , nor yet fingular) and 
very well ponder on *the Antecedent 
and following words, and all the parts 
of the Parable it ſe]lt , with other very 
many paſſages of the Scriptures, 
( which I muſt not now ſtand upon } 
and lay them well together , we ſhall 
tind no conliderable Objcction againſt 
If, 

Secondly , ſuppoſe that to be the 
meaning of the place , which is pre- 
tended in this Objection, that by the 
eleventh bour is meant old age, and by 
the other hours are meant, not the Age 
of the World, bat the ſeveral Ages of 
Mans life , yet it is very evident that 
this place is of no force in this buti- 
neſs. For it iscvident,that thoſe men 
in the Parable , that went into the 
Vineyard at the eleventh hour , were 
not the ſame that were called or hired 
early in the morning , at the third, 
fixth , or ninth hour , For (1) Thoſe 
that went jn at the eleventh hour 
F 5 WCre 
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were not called before, as they them” 
{clves tell the Houſholder , when he 
arked them wby they ſtood idle : They 
ſay unto bim , becauſe no man hath hi- 
red us,v.7.T hat is,this was the firſt of- 
fer that was made to them, nor do we 
read that ever they retuſed to enter in 
when they were invited. But now the 
caſe with us is quite different, we are 
called upon ſrom day today , in our 
youth, in the early and firſt hours of 
our day , and we neglect and refuſe , 
and delay our Repentance to our old 
age, and therefore cannot fay with 
thoſe in the Parable , No man hath hi- 
redus. But again (2) Itis evident 
they were not the ſame men that went 
into the Vineyard at the eleventh hour , 
with thoſe that were invited more 
early , becauſe the Text tells us all a- 
long , and more particularly , 2. 6, 
That the houſholder at the eleventh 
hour 2 *Evpey Ras * found others ftand- 
ing idle , from whence it 1s evident 
they were not the ſame that were b#- 


red before; And therefore for us, who 
are 
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are called at the third, ſixth and ninth 
hour of the day, to put off our work 
to the eleventh, is very unwarranta- 
ble. For it hath no warrantie from 
this place, . nor is. there one example in 
the Book of God' to this purpoſe that 
may Encourage us. 

Obj, 3 But ſome will object the 
example of the Thiet upon the Croſs, 
who though he were all his life-time a 
very great linner, yet did he tind mcr- 
cy from Chriſt at thelaſt, even a little 
before his death : And therefore why 
may he not alſo have mercy upon o0- 
thers, who never committed thoſe fins, 
that that Thick might be thought guil- 
ty of... 

ButI ſhall! make it appear , that we 
can have no encouragement from this 
- example of the Thiet to delay our Re- 
pentance , and yet to look for a Par- 
don at Jaſt, when we lie a .dying. 
Our caſe is far diftcrent from his. For 

Firſt, it does not appear, that this 
Thick ever heard of Chriſt before, we 
nevcr read that eyer he delaycd his re- 
pentance 


l 
$ 
C 
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/ pentance to this time, nor have we 


the leaſt appearance of reaſon to ground 
any ſuch opinion upon ; And there=- 
fore his caſe is not the ſame with ours, 
and ſo it makes nothing tor our pur- 
pole or excuſe. For we have not only 
heard of Chriſt , but profefled our 
ſelves his followers before we lic a dy- 
ing, and yet we delayed a timely re- 
pentance : Now what ground of hope 
can any man have from this example 
of the Thief , when he delays his re- 
pentance to the laſt, when it does not 
appear that ever the Thief, after he 
heard of Chriſt, did delay his at all, 

Secondly, we haveno reaſon to be- 
lieve that our death-bed Repentance 
will be fo ſincere as this, T hicfs was : 
Nay, we have too great reaſon to 
think it will not be fo , for befides , 
that this Thief acknowledged Chriſt 
in his loweſt condition, even then 
when our Saviour hung upon the 
Croſs (which cannot be our caſe) and 
thenexpreſſed aneffcual faith in him: 
Belides all this he maniteſted as true 
a 
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a Repentance and Faith , as that ſhort 
ſpace of time would give him leave. 
He acknowledged Chrilts innocence , 
his own guilt , and his truſt in Chriſt 
for a future bleſſedncſs3 further indeed 
he went not , nor could he after his 
firſt hearing of Chriſt , unleſs his life 
had been prolonged. But our Cale is 
far diftcrent , for we after our know- 
ledge of Chriſt deſpiſe and reject him. 
And therefore cur Repentance is not 
like that Repentance of the Thick , un- 
leſs it be in this-, that it is Jate as well 
as his. 

Thirdly, this is but one, and a 
very rare inſiance, the whole Book of 
God will not yield us fuch another 
example. This was a {ingular inſtance 
of mercy which Chriſt never intended 

" AIP ſhould be drawn into 
Privilegium per- 
ſonale ad ales an Example , or made 
non extenditu:» Intoa Law : It was a 
Juſtin, Inft. /.1- perſonal priviledge 
Tit.2.38.6. and grace, which is 
therefore to be extended no farther 
than the perſon, To conclude an u- 
niverſal 


a4 * A 


o, 


u [— 
i 


— 
——— 


(00) 


_ 


OI: on OO, WY 


The Young Bans Duty. 113 


niverſal and gencral law trom one lin” 
eular inſtance is very unreaſonable * 
For any man to ſay, becauſe this Thief 
was ſaved at the laſt breath, therefore 
he ſhall alſo, is extreamly weak and 
inconſequent, For be- opuod contra ra. 
fides our caſe is fo far tionem juris re- 
different from that of <*p!m «fi, non 


l "2 eſt producendum 
this Thiet We may as ad eonſrquentia, 


well, nay, more rei- Yjde Tir. di- 
ſonably conclude our geft. de Reg; 
certain miſery from the Juris 
example of the bad, as our happineſs 
trom the example of the good Thief.No 
man profeſſing Chriſtianity will have 
any ground to expect to fare as this 
Thict did. (1) Till Chriſt come 1nto 
the world again, and (2 ) Suffer again 
alſo, and that (3) Between two 
Thieves, and (4) He be alive at that 
time, and (5) Place where he ſut- 
ters, and (6) Beoneof the Thieves 3 
and (7) The good one too : Which 
thing I am ſure will never come to 
pals. 

= 4. Some will ſay, God is Al- 


mighty, 
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mighty , and can do what he pleaſes: 
His Hands are not tied , he can (ave 
an old ſinner as well as an old Saint; 
Nothing is impoſſible to him. To 
which I anſwer 

Firſt, the queſtion is not what God 
can do, but what he will, and- what 
we have reaſon to expect he ſhould. 
God can turn our floxes into bread'for 
us, and fave us alive, though we 
caſt our ſelves down from the highelt 
rock or pinnacle. But yet we have no 
reaſon to expect theſe things when we 
are out of Gods ways AS little rea- 
ſon have we to go on in our tins, and 
fay, that God can ſave us, notwith- 
fianding, for the queſtion . being not 
what God'can , but what he will do; 
the Scriptures-mult reſolve us in that 3 
and fure I-am., from the Scripture we 
have no reaſon to think he will. But, 

Secondly, we have great reaſon to 
think he will not : What reaſon have 
we to think that God is ſo tond of us , 
that he will work mzracles for us,whcn 
we deſpiſe the means | Will he cauſe 
the 


"« ws. - & iCal it. acts 
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the Sun to flaud ſtill for us, becauſe 


| we have idled away ourday | Or do 


we think God is ſo in love with us, as 
to fave us , whether we will be ſaved 


or not! Hath not God told us , that 


if we live after the fleſh we ſhall die, 
Rom, $8. 13. And do not theſame 
Scriptures that tell us that God is AP- 
mighty, tell us alſo that he canzot 
lie or deny himſelf: 

Obj. 5+. But ſome may ſay , is not 
God merciful as well as (trong : Are 
not his compaſlions as great as his pow - 
e&r! What pleaſure then can he take 
in our death! Or why fhould we li- 
mit or reſtrain his Mercies? To which 
I Anſwer 

Firſt, that God is certainly very 
merciful, and delights not in our 


{ blood. We have ſufficient experience 


of his mercy every day. lt is his mercy 
that hath (till kept us within the hopes 
of Heaven , and under the means of 
grace, and on this fide an eternal death: 
It is his mercy that he will accept of 


our repentance , and reward our fin- 
Ccre 
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cere obedience: Had he deſired our | 
death he might have cut us off in the; 
midſt of our fins , and of our days.and 
given us a ſad portion of things among 
thoſe that are cternally miſerable. This 
mercy the very damned in Hell have 
had , in the time of their Jie, a great 
experience of, and yct now are ctcr- 
nally loſt, becauſe this abundance ct 
Gods goodneſs did not lead them to 
Repentance z which is a moſt evident 
Argument, that the deſtruction ot 
thoſe that did abuſe and contemn the 
mercie of God, is no objection againlt 
Gods mercy. The {inner uſes Gods 
mercie to evi] purpoſcs , and does by 
it as a ſhipwrack*d man docs fome- 
times with a Plank, upon which he 
venturcs ſo great a weight, as doth 
%Oy yep by 76 fink bimſelf and it at 
rearlewy ng, Occ There are they 
viesmneviyrs, (hat would have no 
T3)ov iy 76 God at all, that they 
might eſcape unpuniſh- 


TFdoyy now; 
wxrino $80 (0 FY ed 4 Others would have 
dy S$pwTor. Hier, a God 5 but it 15 to 
in Carm.Pythag. right 
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| right their caule. 
{ have a God that ſhould be all mercy , 


The Sinner would 


that might wink, at his fol!ies; the 
Sufferer whuld have a God of Juſtice, 
who might avenge his injuries: And 
every one would have what he thinks 


| for his own turn : I know no other 


reat Þ reaſon why men ſhould makeſuch an 
-tcr- Þ. Objetion as this from the goodneſs 
e of Þ of God , which they would lay hold 
nto Þ of to excuſe them from an early Re- 
cnt Þ pentance , whereas indeed the good- 
| Ol Þ neſs of God leads them to it. But 
the | Secondly , God is juſt and holy as 
_ | well as merciful: As the Diino 
ys | my of nes plurimumpoC 
, ſohis Juſtice ſunt, ſed non 
1c" | will puniſh us at laſt. It plus velle no» 
he will be very juſt , that bls debent : 
oth If thoſe ſhould be con- Los 
at Wl demned who will not be perinan e. 


icy || ſaved.That thoſe ſhould 
no Þþ be deſiroyed who will 
y not accept of Pardon. 
ſh- { Do not tender Fathers 
ve Þ difinherit rebellious 


rare, ſuis bo- 
nis nos exh#- 
redant, Metel. 
ayud 4. Gell.l. 
I, Cs, 6» 


and 
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and wicked Children, and beſtow 
their ſubſtance on thoſe that uſe it well! 
Certainly God will do no lefs by us if 
we g0 on to rebel againſt him. The 
very ſame Scriptures which tell us of 
his mercies tell us alſo of his Juſtice, 
and that be will by no means clear the 
guilty, 

I know not what farther ObjeQion 
can be brought againſt what I have 
ſaid , but fill Iam ready to believe, 
that what hath been ſaid will not be 
effeCtual to perſwade theReader toan 
early Piety, and a ſeaſonable Repent- 
ance, Few men will be perſwaded 
that their dying hour, and their day 
of Accounts are near at hand. It were 
well, if men could remember that 
death and Judgment are then many | 
times the neareſt to us when we think 
them fartheſt off, That ſervant that Þ 
faith , his Lord delays bis coming (hall | 
tind that his Lord ſhall come in a day Þ 
when he looketh not for him, andin an | 


hour that be is not aware of , Mat«24. F 
$0.Luke13.35+17-26,We are ſecure ve- | 


Ty 
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ry often when weaxe not ſafe. The 
old world little thought of a flood, 
when they gave themſelves to cating, 
and drinking, and giving in marriage 3 
but the waters ſoon came down upon 
this godly world. The Sodomites 
little thought -of a fire , and it rained 
fire and brimſtone from heaven upon 
them: So ſhall it be when the Son of 
man comes : We ſhall deceive our 
ſelves till death undeceive us, and de- 
lude our ſelves with falſe hopes of a 
long life , till our Sand is all out, and 
time at an end. Certainly, many 
now in Hell little thought of dying fo 
ſoon, much leſs of being there torment- 


| edafter ſo ſhort a life, The rich man 


in the Goſpel little thought his ſoul 
ſhould be taken from him that night , 


{ when he ſaid to his ſoul , thou haſt 
| goods laid up for many years , Luk, 12. 
| 19. Belhhazzar little thought ſurely of 
| the expiration of his Life and Kingdom, 
| fo ſuddenly, when he drank wine fo 
| ſecurely in the Veſſels of the Temple , 
| Dan. 3. That which we leaſt think 


ot 
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of does often ſurprize and overtake us 
of a ſudden: It is grown indeed to a 
Proverb, when we would expreſs 
how little we thinkof a thing: We fay, 
We as little thought of ſuch a thing , as 
we thought of our dying day. It ſeems 
we think but Jittleof it , but yet it 
comes quickly upon us whether we 
think of it or no. 


CHAT Ys 


Et me then exhort you in the 
words of the Prophet, Seek the 
Lord while he may be found, call ye 
Vide Ehald. pa. #0 him while be is 
raph.Kimcbigg Mer © Let the wicked 
KR. Solom. in loc. 
Sed ſapiendum eft z& quidem ma» 
ture; non enim nobis altera vitz conce- 
diturz ut cum in hac ſapientiam queramus, 
in illa ſapere poſſimus; in hac utrumque 
fieri neceſle eſt, cito inveniri deber ut 
cito ſuſcipl poſit , ne quid pereat ex vita 
cuJus finis incertus eft.ZaFant, Snft.1.3.c16, 


forſake 
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forſake his way , and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts , and let him return 
unto the Lord, and he will have mercy 
upon bim, and to our God , for be will 
abundantly pardon, Iſa. 55.2.7. That 
is, we mult ſeek him preſently, before 
the decree be 4 , or our life waſted 
or conſumed , as the Jews expound 
that place. We muſt be wiſe betimes, 
and not projet to be wiſe only at the 
laſt caſt, though we live in folly in the 
mean time: We muſt both ſeek this 
ſpiritual wiſdom , and uſe it alſo in 
this life. But with what words ſhall 
I perſwade this ? One would think , 
that what hath been ſaid before,ſhould 
be ſufficient, if it were duly contider- 
ed, and without that nothing will be 
{\ufficient. Yet I ſhall add ſome confi- 
derations , which it we duly attend 
unto , may not be unhit for the pur- 
pole in hand. | 

Confider then in the firſt place, and do 
it ſeriouſly , that your ſtay inthis life 
cannot be long , but may be very ſport; 
and that after this uncertain life is en- 


G ded 
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Ed, the day of grace will be paſt 
with you , and you will have none of 
thoſe terms of mercy offered which 
now you refuſe, The day is far ſpent 
with many of us, and the night is at 
hand, in which no man ſhall work, 
Our time ſlides away apace , and 
with the very ſame pace do death and 
the grave, and the dreadful day of 
reckonings make their approaches to 
us. Twill be but a little time before 
our eyes ſhall be cloſed , and it ſhall 
be noiſed in the Neighbourhood that 
weare dead: When we have breath- 
ed a little longer , we ſhall breath our 
laſt. After a little longer ſtay , 'and 
trafick and journeys , after a few 
nights and days, or, at moſt, a few 
Winters and Summers; we ſhall be 
calPd off this ſtage by death, and 
brought to judgment, and then our 
ſtreets and houſes in a ſhort time ſhall 
deny that they know us. Then ſhall 
all our thoughts periſh , and then if 
we have not repented in time, we ſhall 


to a0 purpoſe repent eternally. We 
ſhall 


. We may then in vain call to the moun- 
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ſhall be out of the reach of that mercy 
that now would gladly embrace us. 


tains and hills to cover us : We ſhould 
therefore think upon how ſlender and 
weak a thread our eternal ſtate does 
depend. . We read of Abſalom, that 
he hung by the head upon an Oak be- 
tween heaven and carth , and whereas 
one would have thought he might 
have cut off his hair, and ſo made 
his eſcape z one of the Jews tells us a 
— the 4 yr" that he drew 
is frworda t0 cut is . 
bair , but that be ſaw - —_ cas 
anderneath bim Hell 
opened , which was ready to receive 
him. How true this Tradition is I 
examine not, but ſure I am it well 
repreſents the danger of the impeni- 
tent man , who is at all times within 
an hairs breadth of everlaſting burn- 
ings. | 
Conſider ſecondly, how glad the 
damned in Hell would be of thoſe of - 


fers of grace which we negle& and dvw,_ 
G 2 ſpite . 
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ſpiſe : Might they be takenout of their | 
beds of fire, and placed again in the 
cooler regions of this world , and have 
fuch good terms of mercy promiſed 
them as we enjoy, how gladly would 
theyembrace them?Would they chooſe 
rather to lie in their flames, than to for* 
ſake their fins? Did we well underſtand 
what it is to lic down in everlaſting 
burnings , certainly we ſhould not fo 
ſecurely go on inour fins. 

Confider thirdly, what Anſwer can 
you make to God at the day of Judg- 


. ment 3 it you continue in your impe- 


nitence , and negic& your own fal- 
vation: What will you ſay when God 
ſhall demand of you why you idled a- 
way your day 3 will you fay , as thoſe 
in the Parable? becauſe no man bath 
bired us, Mat 20.7. That we can- 
not, for God hath ſent his Meſſengers 
that have told us both our work and 
wages, and beſeeched us alſo to labour 
in Gods Vineyard. Will you ſay you 
had other things to mind firſt , your 


of 
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of Oxen? That you cannot, for God 
had promiſed to provide us with all 
theſe things if we would firſt ſeek the 
Kingdom of Heaven, Will you fay 
you were not able & That you can- 
not plead , for. God offers-his Spirit 
to-enable you tor your asking, Lake 
11. 13, Will you fay youcid not 
think your time had been ſoſhort ? But 
you had no aſſurance it ſhould have 
been ſo long : What ſhall we ſay then ? 
God hath called us, but we would 
not bear him : He hath ſmitten us, but 
we were not humbled; He ſhewed 
us mercy , but that would not ſofte 
us : He threatued , but we were not 
afraid ; He intreated us, but we were 
not perſwaded: He ſent his Embaſſa- 
dors , but they could not win us: He 
told us the danger, but we would 
2enture : He propounded a great re- 
yard, but we neglefied it: He moved 
us by his Spirit, but wegrieved his 
Spirit, deſpiſed his threatnings, believu- 
ed. not. his Word : Whom ſhall we 
blame now ? Not our Maker.certain=- 
G 3 ly: 
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ly : For he gave his Son todie. Not 
our Saviour , for he did not caſt us 
off, Not our Teachers; for they cal- 
led upon us daily. Not our own weak- 
neſs; for God was very ready to help 
us: Nor yet our want of time, for 
God was ready to provide for us, and 
we had time enough to ſpare in ſports 
and paſtimes , in pleaſure and in in, 
in doing nothing, and that which 
was nothing to the purpoſe, It will 
appear, our deſtruction was from our 
ſelves, and that our mouths will be 
ſtopped when God calls us forth at 
that great day of reckonings. 

Conlider fourthly ; how many and 
loud Calls you have to repent and re» 
turn quickly: This is the voice of 
your heavenly Father, Turn ye twry 
ye from your evil ways , Ezek, 33. I. 
And this was the doctrine ot Jeſus 
Chriſt the Son of God, Mark 1. 15. 
And of the firſt Preachers of the Gol- 
pel, whocall upon men every where 
to repent. This is the conſtant lan- 
guage of the Spirit in the Seripnneny 

an 
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and many times and very frequently 
in our awakened conſciences, that we 
ſhould repent quickly 3 every mercy of 
God calls upon us to Repentance, for 
the Apoſile tells us, that the goodneſs 
of God leads to Repentance, RKom.2.4. 
2 Pet. 3.9. Our health and ſtrength, 
our plenty and our wealth call upon us 
torcturn, and repent, And ſo doall 
the troubles and afflitions which we 
meet withal, they call upon us to re- 
pent.alſo 3 the blaſting of our corn, the 
caſting of our Calves, our unſeaſon- 
able Secds-time, and our:bad Harveſt, 
thedecay of our trade , and: the loſs 
of our Goods or good name, every 
ſorrow and every ſickneſs call upon us 
fo repent quickly, and to ſeek the 
Lord while he may. be found: So the 
holy Scripture tells us, As many as 1 
love I rebuke and chaften , be zealous 
therefore and repent , Rev. 3.19. Nay, 
the judgments that befall 9ther men al- 
ſo, they call upon us to repent. The 
Galileans blood that Pilate (hed y and 
the death of thoſe by the Tower of S7- 
G. 4 loam 


p- — 
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liam , theſe things preach to us that 
we muſ} repent or periſh, Luke 13.3.5. 
The waters of the fl.ad, the hre of 
Sodom, the dettruction of Pharaoh, the 
flames of the City and Temple , and all 
the other calamitics of the poor Iſrae- 
lites call upon us to repent. The 0- 
verthrow and ruine of Familics, of 
Citics and Provinces , whether by 
Plague or Fire, Sword or Famine, 
call upon us to repent, In a word e- 
very fad calamity of our Neighbour 3 
every aſtoniſhing Providence that be- 
falls him , preaches Repentance tous 
| aloud, and calls upon us to repent 
before the ſame , or greater Plagues 
than theſe do overtake us. 
And that may be 
I thre » the meaning of what 
a$ well tran- WE read in the Plalmiſi, 
ſlated Repent Thow turneſt men to 


as Retwrn, deftrudlion; That is , 
which latter hou infliceſt 
makes the tnou 1nHMicrett great Ca- 


ſenſe more lamities upon men, aud 
ambiguous in ſayeſt, return ye children 
this place, of men , that is, thou 


givelt 
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giveſt men warning by theſe judg- 


ments to Repent and Returntrom the 
evil of their ways. The many judg- 
ments of God in the world are fo ma- 
ny loud warnings to the linner to re- 
turn and repgnt. 

Conſider in the next place, that 
God is ready to receive thee , and to 
embrace thee upon thy Repentance , 
how many or great ſoever thy fins 
have been : He that repents ſhall be 
welcome unto God ; That God, whom 
we ſerve , docs not delight in our 
death, but is greatly pleaſed that we 
(ould return and live. ,,,.,, a 
There ſhall be Joy i tr, bono anino 
Heaven over one ſinner fn, gm 
that repents, Luke15, 4* uo gaud a» 
So our bleſſed ms a n__—_— de 
hath told us more than * "Oe 
once in that moſt comfortable Chapter, 
where we ſhall find this truth variouſſy- 
exemplitied to us. When the Prodt- 
gal ſon was coming home, When he 
was a great way off his father ſaw him, 
and had compaſſion, audran and fel! 
G 5 04: 


130 The Poung Yans Duty. 
on bis neck, and kiſſed him: And he 
makes merry for his ſon when he 
comes home , as we may read in that 
Chapter : Come then, poor ſinner , 
come whiles God calls thee, and he 
will bid thee welcom : Come thou 
oreat ſinner, that haſt heaped one fin 
upon another , thou old finner that 
haſt lived many years in ſin: Come 
thou burdened and weary f{inner,Chriſt 
will give thee reſt : He will in #0 wiſe 
caſt thee out , Mat. 1. 28. John 6,37, 
Thou wilt make joy in Heaven, a 
great joy among the Angels of God, 
nay , God himſelf waits tor it , and 
will be greatly pleaſed at thy Retwrn. 
Thy fins, how great or many ſoever, 
ſhall be blotted out, thy Name ſhall 
be enrolled inthe Book of life , among 
the Friends of God and Citizens of 
Heaven , and thoa ſhalt at length fit 
down with Abraham and Iſaac; and 
all the holy men and Angels of God 
tocternal Ages. Come away then,O 
{inner , ſtay no longer among the 
Swine, feed no longer on the husks, 
the 
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the Garlick and Onyons, leave off 
thy ſins, and fooliſh pleaſures and turn 
unto thy God: He is ready to meet 
thee, and thy Saviour to embrace thee: 
God hath ſent his Miniſters totell you, 
that the ſupper is ready , and he hath 
ſent us out to call in the poor aud maim- 
ed , the halt and blind, thatis , he 
hath given us commiſſion to call in the 
vileſt and unworthieſt ſinners , and to 
aſſure them that they ſhall be welcom, . 
Luke 1 4.16.And therefore in the name 
of God I call you, and Ido it again 
and again. Turn unto the Lord, O- 
ſinner, and thou ſhalt live and not 
die, God never ſent away a repent- 
ing ſinner without mercy : Draw nigh + 
unto God and he will draw nigh unto 
you, Jam. 4.8, The devil will be 
apt to perſwade thee that God will not 
accept thee, that he will not pardon 
and that he hath no-mercy for ſuch an 
one as thou art 3 when he cannot ru- 
ine thee by Security , he will endea- 
vour to do it by deſpair : But believe 


him not, for- God will reccive thee- 
unto-- 
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unto mercy , if thou do unfecignedly 
turn to him. Hear rather what God 
ſays himſelf: As I live, ſaith the Lord 
God, Thave-no pleaſure in the death of 
the wicked , but that the wicked turn 
from bis way and live: Turn ye, turn 
ye , from your evil ways, for why will 
ye die , O Houſe of Iſrael : Ezek,33.11, 
Where God doth not only fay it , but 

conhrms it with an 
O nos miſerri= Oathalſo, that we might 


mes,ſinecjuran- j, ——_—_— 
hi Domino ore. £998 aftrong conſolation, 


dinus. Tert.de Pho bave fled for refuge 
Paenitent. to lay h4ld upon the hope 


ſet before us, Heb, 6, 
15, How wretched are we if we do 
not believe God when he ſwears by 
himſelf, and the thing it ſelf is fo ve- 
ry evident and plain If God had de- 
fired our death, he might have de- 
ttroyed us long ago , what could have 
hindzed the Almighty ! He might 
have ſent the Sinner to Hell from the 
laſt drunken mecting ; The laſt time he 
tet Oaths flie out of his mouth, he 
mighthave preſently ſtopp*dhis mouth 
- with 
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with fire and brimſtone , and thrown 
him into everlaſting burnings : The 
mercy of God hath kept him from be- 
ing conſumcd : And all the patience 
and forbearance of God hath abundante 
ly teſtified that he (tayed for his Con- 
verſion , but delighted not in his death. 
Conlider in the next place this alſo, 
that if you neglect to repent now, and 
to ſecure your ſouls , that this exhor- 
tation will bear witnelfs again(i you at 
that great day. And how fad will it 
be , that that which was intended for 
your Converſion , and eternal welfare , 
ſhould turn to your Coxfxſion. This 
will be worth our fcrious reflection, 
When we lie a dying, or when we 
appear before our Fudge, and our 
Conlciences are throughly awakened, 
this refle&ion will appall our hearts , 
and wofully perplex us. When we 
remember, that in our health we were 
told of theſe things , and intreated 
carneſtly to ſeek the Lord while be 
might be found , and when we contt- 
der how ſecurely we neglected this 
exhortation. 
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exhortation, and put God off from 
time to time, till at laſt time was no 
more, how will ſuch thoughts as 
theſe amaze and confound us? Go 
now to a man that lies a dying , who 
hath thus dealt with God , and if 
he be awakened before he dies, he 
will tell you a fad ſtory : Alas ( will 
be ſay ) wretched man that I am , who 
ſhall now help me ? TI have been often 
rold of death and judgment, and of the 
wrath of God againſt all unrighteouſneſs, 
and frequently called upoa to repent, 
and ſeek the face of God betimes : But 
T have put theſe thoughts far from me ; 
T have followed my Iuſts , my ſports and 
worldly buſineſs, and made my heart 
bard , that the mercies of God , nor the 
terrors of the Almighty could overcome 
it, and now T ſee nothing before me, but 
the bottomleſs pit , and an unſpeakable 
ſorrow? O that I could now redeem 
the bours which I have ſpent in doing 
nothing , or in doing wickedly : O that 
I bad that time which I ſpent inTaverns 
and Plays, in dreſſing and courting, in 
fooliſh 
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fooliſÞ divertiſements and impertinent 


viſits, after the honours, and pleaſures, 
and profits of the world , how could I 
now ſpend them in the houſe of Prayer, 
and the exerciſes of Religion ? Thus 
do many wretched creatures bewall 
themſelves upon their uncaſie beds 3 
Some indeed that never make ſuch 
complaints , there are, although they 
have lived very wickedly, yet theſe 
mens eyes are opened when they ap- 
proach their Judge; and are awaken- 
ed with the flames of Hell about them. 
Now certainly, as we would not be 
| thus extreamly miſerable , it will 
concern us to think of theſe things 
before they come to paſs : And would 
it would pleaſe the Almighty fo cffeQ- 
ually to put theſe thoughts in our 
hearts #ow , that hereafter we might 
not be confounded and overwhelmed 
with them. 

Contider lafily , what I faid and 
proved before, that you muſt repent 
or periſh, That unleſs you be born again 
you can never enter into the Kingdom of 

" Heaven, 
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Heaven, You will never ſee God 
hereafter without an iuberext and #1i- 
werſal holineſs here > Should I teach 
you any other doctrine I ſhould be a 
molt notorious deceiver,and a falſe Pro- 
Fbet.Nay ſhould an AngeltromHeaven 
preach any other doctrine , we.ought 
not to believe him. This is the pecu- 
liar eminence of Chriſtian Religion, as 
wellas the undeniable Argument of the 
truth ofit, that it does indiſpentibly 
require an holy life in order to a future 
happineſs: And whatever doctrine or 
Religion doth diſpenſe with this; we 
may ſafely conclude it never came from 
God.: It is true indeed , that the 
lives of moſt men, and the doctrines 
of very. many.,, would ſ{cem to infinu- 
ate that this is #0t trze : but ſure 1.am, 
the /zfe , and dofrine of our bleſſed 
Saviour teach us no lels, And if we 
make that our rule , we ſhall be eter- 
nally deceived and undone, it we do 
nat become new creatures, Nothing 
leſs than this will ſerve your turn at 
the long ruz : - And therefore choole 
whcther 
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whether you will repext or periſh; part 
with thy fins , or with thy God, thy 
ſoul , thy hopes of Heaven, and whats 
ever ought to be moſt dear unto thee: 
The Religion of Jeſus Cbriſt is a 
ſireight incloſure , which hath no Po- 
(terns to let in falſe people at, Here is 
no indulgence or d:ſþerſation to be had, 
which might give a certain Szperſedeas 
from the labours and neceſſities of an 
holy life, All that paſs into Heaven 
mult go through that zarrow gate 
which lcads into it. 


CHAP. VII. 


A Nd now I r.ight have done, one 
would thirk,and conceive good 
hopes that you would no longer halt 
between two opinions} but that every 
man ſhould ſfirike his own breaſt, and 
ſadly think what he hath done, = 
ct 
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ſet upon an cffcual and ſpeedy Re- 
formation. To the doing of which we 
have very great Arguments to move 
and perſwade us, as appears by what 
hath been ſaid above. But yet bccaule 
we are cafily obftruced and kept from 
fo holy and good a work, I ſhall, be- 
fore I make an end, ſhew what are 
thoſe uſual hindrances that keep , and 
fo greatly entangle men , that they do 
not proceed to a ſpeedy and cffccual 
xeformation and amendment of lite. 

The firſt Hindraxce 1 ſhall name, is 
ehis : Men ſay they are not able to re- 
pent and amend of themſelves , and 
therefore in vain do we exhort them 
to it, They can do nothing, they 
fay , whichis good : There is a ſpiritu- 
al Cramp upon them , by which they 
are diſcnabled. to move towards any 
thing of amendment of lite, This 
doctrine they have been taught , and 
they arc willing to believe it moſt true. 
I hall theretore examine the truth of 
this pretence. And 

I, I obſerve the forwardneſs and 
folly. 


_—_ a 
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folly of theſe men who plead this cx- 
cuſe;when they are exhorted torepent, 
they ſay they cannot , but yet at other 
times they put off their repentance to 
the hour of death and in ſo doing they 
ſuppoſe they can repent when they 
will : When they fin, they ſay it is 
but repeuting , and all will be well ; 
but when they are called upan to do 
that fpeedily and effefually, then they 
pretend it is impoſſible, Sometime 
they ſuppole it a very eaſie thing , and: 
another while altogether bove their 
power, 

2. It is very plain, that the great 
fault lies in our will; and not in the 
want of power , however we may de- 
ccive our ſelves. This will be made 
appear at the day of Judgment to every 
one of our faces ; Nay, this may ca- 
ſily be made evident now alſo. For (1) 
That God commands things abſolute- 
ly impeſſible , is a dodrine very falle, 
of whomſoever we have learned it, 
and hath of old been thought a perni- 
cious dorine, For who ſees not ty 
enls 


maſums 
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thiswere true, that th* 
Execranyr Goſpel would then b* 
—— Arps a of no uſe at all, if if 
impeſibile lj» id only oblige us, and 
guid homini 3 mot hip us3 if it com- 
Deo preceptum manded things impot- 
e ſe, &c. Hier. ble to be done , and 
epiff. 2d Di- (ould there Jeave us to 
an inevitable deftruct- 
jon : But the fault lies in our will : For 
(2) It we were willing and reſolved, 
we ſhould not fit ſtill and ſay we could 
Dot amend, but we would try our ut- 
moſt whether we ccu!d or not; At 
leaſt we (3) Should carefully uſe thoſe 
means which God hath appointed for 
our ſalvation. Though we cannot 


work Grace in our hearts, yet we can 


hear Gods Word , and read it , and 
be frequent in the houſe of Prayer : 
The fick man cannot labour in his 
Fields, but yet he can take Phylick, 
ule a good dict , and follow the rules 
of his Phylician , and by that means 
may become firong to labour again. 
(4) However we ſhould not beſo well 

contented 


* 
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contented in this condition, it there 


were not a fault in our will, 
3. Though we cannot alone, yet 


with Gods help we may amend our 


hearts and ways : We ſay, a man can 
do that which he can do by the help of 
bis friends; God is as willing to help 
UsSas a tender father to help a child 
carry that burden which he ces too 
heavy for him. It is a molt true ſay- 
ing , that Hethat ſets __. ; 
binjelf upon amend- p alas 
ment of life , will find git,adjuvatur 
belp from Heaven, This <#/Ntud+ 


isa very certain truth, that a Chriſti- 


ans power and aſliſtance is at leaſt e- 
qual to his work , God is not ſo hard 
a Maſter as tocommand us things ab- 
ſolutely impoſſible : I ſhall therefore 
prove , that if men will make uſe of 
that power which God hath provided, 
they will have no reaſon to complain. 
For it will appear, that God hath 
commanded nothing, but what he is 
very ready to help us to perform, fo 


that if hereafter we miſs of Heaven, 
we 
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we ſhall have reaſon only to blame our 
ſelves. For if Gods commands are 
bard and difficalt , yet his aſſiſtances 
and helps , if made uſe of, are very 
great and conſiderable. The Goſpel 
does not only command , but it en«- 
bles us to obey. 'It does not only re- 
quire obedience, but it alſo gives grace. 
It doth indeed expe much from wus,but 
then it doth beſtow as much. I ſhall 
therefore name thoſe helps and pow- 
-4 which God hath provided us with- 
al. 

( 1.) He hath promiſed the fiſta- 
ce of his Holy Spirit, and this muſt 
needs be a very great and effeQual 
aſſiſtance. And God hath aſſured us 
that he will beſtow his Spirit on them 
that ask him , as readily as a Father 
will give bread to his Child that 
begs it of him : Nay , more readily , 
for if carthly Parents will give good 
gifts unto their Children, How much 
more (hall our Heavenly father give the 
Holy Spirit to them that ark bim, Luke 
il. 13. No promiſe can be more 
plain, 
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plain , none can be more comfortable 
than this is. And if therefore we do 
but h«mbly and heartily beg this holy 
Spirit ; as an hungry Child cries for 
bread : if we do not quench his moti- 
ons , nor grieve his preſence , weſhall 
not only obtain him , but we ſhall 
find his affiſtance very effetual. We 
ſhall have no cauſe to complain that 
we are weak and feeble, no reaſon to 
fear that our ſins ſhould be too hard for 
us 3 But we ſhall find , that he that 
is in us , is greater than be that is in the 
world, 1 John 4. 4. That is , we hall 
find the Holy Spirit which is in us,not 
only enabling us to ſupport , but to 
vanquiſh and overcome the Devil and 
all bis Powers, Fear not then, but 
remember who is on thy fide, and 
that God provides for thy ſecurity, 
Be not diſmaied at the Devil and all 
his Hoſt , the Spirit of the Almighty, 
that Holy Spirit of power, 1s engaged 
on thy ſide. I will ſpeak to you in 
the words of the Prophet Iſaiah , Fear 


| 20t,, O Jacob , my Servant , and thou 


Jeſhurun 
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Teſhurun whom I bave choſen ; For 1 
will pour water upon bim that is thir- 
ty, end floods upon the dry ground: 1 
will pour my Spirit upon thy ſeed , and 
my bleſſing «pon thy off-ſpring , Iſa. 44. 
2, 3-A Chriſtian hath greater ſtrength 
than he is aware of, a greater power 
engaged for him than againſt him, In- 
deed he is apt to be afraid and to 
deſpond, but that is becauſe he does 
not know his own ſtrength. The Pro- 
phets ſervant was more afraid than he 
needed, when his Maſter was belieged, 
but the good Prophet bids him not 
fear , for they that be with us , fays 
he, are more than they that be with 
them , 2 King. 6. 16, and his ſervant 
ſaw it too when his eyes were opened, 
Tt is juſt ſo with the weak Chriſtian, 
the Devil perſwades him he hath great 
Armies and Hoſts againſt him , but if 
his eyes were open , he would ſee his 
ſtrength greater than his enemies, If 
God be with us , who 'can be againſt 
us? Now the holy Spirit of God 
will help us mightily, it we humbly 
beg 
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beg his aid , and cheriſh his motions 
and fincerely follow his guidance and 
his conduct. 

2, Another help, and very great 
encouragement which the Chriſtian 
hath , is the conſideration of the life 
and death of our Lord Jeſus Chrift. 
That great example which he hath 
left-us will be of very great moment to 
our amendment, it we do but duly 
refle& upon it, The fight of this 
brazen Serpent one would think,ſhould 
cure our diſtempers, and heal the 
corruption of our natures. The great 
example of our Lord , were it always 
before our eyes, how would it ani- 
mate and encourage us in our Chriſtian 
courſe ! Methinks we ſhould adven- 
ture on that path which ourLord hath 
walked in before us ; We ſhould not 
be afraid of thoſe difficulties which our 
Lord hath overcome : Nor be diſmaid 
at thoſe troubles and enemies, which 
the Captain of our ſalvation, did moſt 
undauntedly deſpiſe and conquer. It 
IS- a great encouragement to the com- 

H m9 
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mou ſouldier to ſee his General engage 
himſelf in the greateli dangers , and to 
triumph over them 3 ſuch an example 
ſhews him at once what he may do, 
and what he ought, And verily, the 
example of our bleſſed Saviour ſhould 
have the ſame influence upon us : How 
can we be proud , when he was meek, 
and lowly in heart! Why ſhould we 
complain, when he was patiexs even 
unto death! We may well forgzve an 
exemy, when our Saviour prays » Fa- 
#ber , forgive them, for they know not 
what they do , and well may we be 
contented with our condition when we 
remember the words of our Saviour, 
when he was about to drink the moſt 
bitter cup, Not my will , but thywill 
be done. 

3 Another help the Chriſtian hath 
is , the interceſſion of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt in Heaven for him: Did he 
rightly conſider Jeſus Chriſt at the 
right hand of his Father, he would not 
certainly be thus feeble hearted, | This 


conſideration would add a mighty vi- 
gour 


The Poilng Yans Duty. 147 


gour , new fſirength and courage to 
every drooping Chriſtian, and to c- 
very young Convert. Though our 
Saviour died upon the Croſs, yet he 
revived again, and is yet alive, and 
appears before God on our behalf: He 
1 able to ſave them unto the uttermoſt 
that come unto God by bim, ſeeing be 
ever liveth to make interceſſion for them, 
Hear this for thy great comfort thou 
hatt an High Prieſt in Heaven, one 
that can pity and compaſſionate thee, - 
and one that will help and ſuccour 
thee: One that knows thy wants , 
and pities thine infirmities : We 
bave not an High Prieſt that cannot be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmi- 
ties , butwas in all points tempted like 
as we are, Andin that he himſelf ſuf= 
fered , being tempted, be is able to 
ſuccour them that are tempted, Heb. 
14. 15. 2, 18, Theſe words bring 
with them a very great conſolation to 
the drooping finner: He is not left a- 
lone , and forſaken , God is with 
him: His bleſſed Saviour hath been 

H 2 tempted 
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tempted himſclf, and even now is 
very mindful of thoſe that are tempt- 
ted. 

The next Hizdrance 1 (hall name is 
this, which ſome men may be ready to 
ſtumble at. They judge thus, if God 
have ele&ed and choſen them, his 
Decree ſhall ſtand , and they ſhall cer- 
tainly be ſaved at laſt : But , ſay they, 
it God hath paſſed us by , thenall our 
endeayours will be to no purpoſe. And 
therefore we ſhall not need be olici- 
tous about ſuch matters as are already 
fixed and determined by the unalterable 
Counſel of God , and who hath refiſt- 
ed his will? 

And thus does the devil miſerably 
cheat and delude the poor finner , by 
his ſtrange reaches and artifices. Now 
I ſhall ſay ſomething to this pretence 
in theſe following Severals. 

I, It is certain that Gods decree is 
not the ruleof our life , but his writ- 
ten Word and declared Will, If we 
open our Bible we ſhall tind that , He 
that believes ſhall be ſaved, This is 
the 
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the language of. the Holy Scriptures : 
*Tis a great piece of pride and folly 
in us, to be gazing on high for our 
diretion, when our way lies ſo plain- 
ly beforeus. We need not climbinto 
Heaven to make a ſearch , whether or 
no we are enrolled in the Book of lite. 
The word is nigh thee , if thou ſhalt 
confeſs with thy mouth , the Lord- 7e- 


ſus , and fhalt believe in thine heart , 


that God bath raiſed him from the dead, 
thou ſhalt be ſaved, Rem15.7, 8,9, If 
we repent and believe the Goſpel, it 
will go well with us at the Jaſt and 
great day.z but if we live anddie in 
our {ins , we (hall be unavoidably mi- 
ſerable : If we obcy the Goſpel, no 
decree of God will ſhut us out of 
Heaven» And if we continue in our 
finand unbelicf, no decree of his will 
bring us thither. 

2, It is agreed on all hands, that 
there is no decree of Biſhop Daves 
God ſhuts up a man nant againſt 
under a neccſity of fin= #0079.c-2. 
ning and being damned, vin does not 
H 3 tollow 
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follow from Gods paſſing a man by, as 
an effet flows from its proper and 
true cauſe , and therefore a mans 
damnation cannot flow from it, 

3. And therefore at the day of 
judgment , the ſentence of Condem- 
nation will not lay hold upon men, 
becauſe they were not elefied, but bc- 
cauſe they were wicked, aud did not 
obey the Geſpel, It ſhall be ſaid to the 
wicked at that day , Depart from me 
ye eurſed into everlaſting fire, &c, 
And wherefore is it * Not becauſe 
they were inevitably decreed to it, 
but for their own wickedneſs, as it 
follows, For I was an hungred, and ye 
gave me no meat; I was thirſty, and ye 
gave me no drink , Ofc, 

4, It Gods decree were to be 
our rule, no man could have any 
ground at all for his faith , and the 
Goſpel would be a moſt uſcleſs and 
ineffectual thing, which would be 
mott abſurd to believe. For we know 
that there is in the Goſpel the greateſt 
ground for every mans faith and oe 
that 
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that is imaginable : Wehave great 
encouragement to receive the mercy 
which God offers us by his ſon ! If 
we do not ſhut our ſelves out , our 
Saviour doth not exclude us. The 
Goſp:1 opens a large door of hope, if 
we do not ſhut it upon our ſelves, 
Him that cometh to me, fays our 
Saviour, 1 will in no wiſe caſt ont, 
Joba 6.37. Did our Saviour put any 
bick , becauſe they were not elefied, 
and therefore he could not receive 
them? Did he require any more 
than this, that they ſhould re- 
pent. and obey the Goſpel ? It he be 
ſo mercifal as not to ſhut us out, why 
thould we be fo crwel as to exclude our 
ſ{clves? Did the Apoſtles and fir(t 
Preachers of the Goſpel, require any 
more of their Converts but faith and 
repentance * Was not this all that 
Philip required of the Ethiopian Eu- 
nuch, and Sr. Paul of the Goaler thar 
they ſhould believe in the Lord Jeſus ? 
Acts 8. 36.37. 16. 30,31, No man 
that believes (hall miſcarry3. and there 
H 4. is 


152 The Poung Vans Duty, 


iS in the Goſpel all poſſible encourage- 
ment for our faith, 

And therefore we ought not to 
make the way to Heaven more nar- 
row than itis, and to ruine our ſelves 
by our groundle(s fears, when our duty 
Is fo plain, and our encouragement (0 
great, It will well become us to work 
whillt it is day , before we are buried 
in an eternal darkneſs : If we fit {till 
whiles our time ſpends, and our day 
makes haſt from us; it we diſpute over 
our work, and neglc& todoit, we 
ſhall ſoon tit down in everlaſting ſor- 
rows, *Tisa fign we neither love our 
work nor yet our Malter , when we 
are {0 calily diſcouraged from it. Sure 
Iam, chat he which valucs his lite, 
will take care how to prelerve it 
though he thould believe the term of 
it fix2d and not moveable ; For certain 
it is , that he will die if he fit till and 
do nothing , and fo (hall we alſo if we 
be not wile betimes. 

Another Hindranze is this Men 
axe not wUling to repent as yet , be- 
cauſe 
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cauſe they look upon Religion as a ve- 
ry bardgſaying , a Melancholick, and 
very grzevous diſcipline ; And how- 
ever it may become ſage, and aged 
perſons, it is not thought fit for the 
attiveand the young , who mult not 
look to ſee a good day ever after. Fhis 


. generally is the pretence of young 


perſons againſt a Religious life ! 1 ſhall 
detire theſe men to conlider imparti- 
ally theſe following things. 

I. Whether it be not a very unjui 
thing that thoſe men ſhould paſs this 
cenſure upon Religion, that never 
made any trial of it? *Tis very une- 
qual that the ſame man ſhould .be both 
Accuſeir and Judge : And thata man 
{hould condemn before he hath .conuid- 
ed: Now this is the pretence of the 
profane and irreligious , who have no: 
reaſon to proxounce againſt Religion, 
which they have had #o experience of. 
A blind man is an incompetent Judge: 
of colours , but yct not more incompe- 
tent than theſe men in the matters, of 
Religion: Chriſt himſelf will not «fcaz *- 
H 5. a« 
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a ſevere ſentence, if Pontius Pjlate may 
be allowed to be the Tudg and his 
enemies his Accuſers, 

2, Let us coniider which is the hard- 
er ſaying of theſe two, Repent or 
Periſh  Repent or lie down in everlaſt- 
ing burnings. Which is the barder 
ſaying of theſe two,, Repent or believe 
the Goſpel , Mark1. 15. Or, depart 
ye curſed into everlaſting fire, Mat. 25, 
7, Certainly, the finner that ſhall 
fall into the hands of Gods Juſtice, will 
find no ſorrow like that ſorrow: And 
though he may now think Repent an 
hard ſaying , yet he will find Depart 
ye curſed very much harder. The 
people thought Solomon's an heavy 
yoke, but that was light to that which 
they muſt expect from his Son , 
whofe little finger would be bigger 
than his Fathers Loins, We muſt bear 
the yoke off Chriſt, or, the chains of 
darkneſs: We muſt retura unto God 
by a new life , or elſe be turned into 
Hell with all the nations that forget 
Ced, 

3 The 
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3+ The injunctions of Sin and Sa- 
tan arc hard ſayings alſo, nay , harder 
than the . exerciſe of Religionz and 
therefore the finner hath no reaſon to 
uſe this pretence, Men ſerve an hard 
Maſter when they ſerve the Devil or 
their own luſt; and yet this they do 
without complaining, though they 
command them unreaſonable and con- 
tradicious things, and: in ſtead of 
rewarding them for their pains , de- 
prive them of their innocence , their 
pcace and comfort, the favour of God, 
and the hopes of Heaven. And yet 
we complain that God is an hard Ma-: 
ſter , though he both reward us , and 
belp us to doour work. Did we ſerve 
God as induſiriouſly as we ſerve the 
Devil and the world , we might be 
happy with the ſame pains that now 
we are miſerable. It is no ſmall pains 
the finner many times is at to be un- 
done, Hediggs his Grave , aye, and: 
makes his way to Hell with no, {mall 
difhculty. Wecan take any p4i#s to | 
be miſerable , but will take none to be 


bappy: 
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bappy* If the thing were rightly con- 
ſidered, there is more of pain in a 
diſſolute life, than in a Religious, in 
the works of the fleſh, 
than in the fruits of 
righteouſneſs , and of 
* the Spirit, When the 

poems 7* Apoſtle reckons up 
Ns inCeL good and evil works, 
6.22, the good he calls the 
fruits of the Spirit , 

which is very kindly expreſſed 3 but 
the evil hecalls the works of the fleſh 5 
as it is thought , to let us know the 
difficulties and labours of a ſinful courſe, 
Gal. 5. 19. 22, — And cer- 
tainly , it we would be at the pains 
ro conlider it, we ſhould find that 
thoſe fraits of the Spirit are much more 
ealie and joyous than the works of the 
fleſh. Let us but compare them a lit- 
tle, and we hall find it true. The 
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Fruit of the Spirit is love , joy, peace , 


long ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, 
faith . meekneſi , temperance, What 
15 there here that will put us to any 
pain 
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pain or ſorrow : Nay, they afford us 
much quiet,. and are attended with 
an caſe that the works of the fleſh. will 
not admit of : Now among the works 
of the fleſh he reckons Adultery . Hae 
tred, Variance, Strife , Sedition, 
Envyings, Murders, Drunkenneſs , 
and Revellings, Now what ſorrows 
do not theſe things bring upon us ? 
Who can expreſs the ſorrows and pain 
of Adultery and Drunkenneſs ! the 
tormeats of Envy! the turmoils and 
confuſions that come from Strife and 
Seditions! the wneaſineſs of Hatred 
and Variance! and the very. Hell 
which he lets into his ſoul , whois 
guilty of Revellings and Murders ; will 
any man believe that Drzxkenneſs is 
ealier than Temperence, or that le 
hath as much of pain as hatred and Ex. 
y 5 or that the chaſte meet with as 
many. ſorrows as the Adulterer.doth ? 
May not any one perceive, that joy 
and peace, and gentleneſs and meek- 
neſs, are much more pleaſant than 
Variance and Revellings , Seditions 
and Mzxrders, So 
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S$o that the finner hath no reaſon to 
uſe this pretence againſt Religion: for 
*tis but a cheat and delution , *tis 4 
falſe report hrought up by a wicked 
Spie. The Devil does by Chriſtian 
Religion as the old Heathens did by 
Chriftians. They put them into the 
Skins of wild beaſis, and then they 
worried them. He milrepreſents 
a moſt excellent Religion, and then 
his inſtruments aſſault it. But cer- 
tainly the ſinner in the mean time will 
be left without excuſe, he is afraid of 
that which would not hurt him. And 
thoſe that have been induſtrious in the 
ſervice of God can tell him , that they 
can find no fault with their Maſter or 
thcir work. 

4 Let him that thinks Religion fo 
oreat a ſlavery , look at the end of it. | 
*Tis great wildom to conlider the end 
of a matter, how it cluſes and ſhuts 
up. We uſe to lay, We muſt vt 
praiſe a fair day till night, And it was 
wiſcly anſwered - of him, that was 
asked his opinion of two perſons, 
whom 
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whom he thought the happier , when 
he replied , that it could not be known 
which was the happier man till tbey 
were dead, That is well that ends ſo: 
Who would not die the death of the 
righteous , and who would not deſire 
that his latter end might be like his ? 
We ſee but the ſaddeſt part of Religion 
in this World, the more /ightſom part 
remains for us , when we (hall be ad- 
ded to the Spirits of juſt men made 
perfect. Now we have the bittereſi 
draught , our Saviour keeps the bell 
wine to thelaſt. The Devil does not 
do thus. He aeals withus as ael did 
by Siſera , who gave him fair words, 
covered him with a Mantle and gives 
him milk to drink in his thirſt; But 
ſhe conceals the Nail and the Hammer 
wherewith ſhe opened a way for his 
foul to flie out. Thus the Devil does 
wihus, he tells us fair ſtories of what 
he will give us, if we will be his ſer- 
vants , but he hides the hook under 
his bait , he ſays nothing of the 
hammer and nail, of the in(truments of 
death which wait tor us, Anos 
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Another Hiaxdrance is a miſunder- 
fianding of the deſign of Chriſts 
Death, and an ill' uſe which we 
make of it. The moſt wicked and 
diffolute will ay , hehopes to be 
favcd by the blood of Chriſt , who 
died for ſinners, and therefore 
they think they have no more to 
do , but ſtrongly to reſt themſelves 
upon the blood of Jeſus , and 
by that means excuſe themſelves 
from an obedience to-the Laws of 
Chriſt, Bur: 

I. They make an ill uſe of the 
death of Chriſt that encourage them- 
ſelves in their ſins for Chriſt died 
not only to deliver us from the guilt 
and puniſhment , but alſo from 
the Power and Dominion of our 
fins. He gave himſelf for us that 
he might redeem us from all iniquity, 
and purifie unto bimſelf a peculiar 
people zealous of good works : Tit, 
2, 14, It is. true indeed , There 
is now nos Condemnation to them 
mbich; are ia Chriſt Jeſus, But 
Wito 
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who are they? Who walk not after 
the Fleſh, but after the Spirit, Rom.$+ 
I. 

2, Itis certain , that whatever 


Chriſt hath ſuffered , will do us no 


good unlels we own him to be our 
Lord and Saviour , unleſs we repent 
and believe the Goſpel , thatis, un- 
le(s that we perform the condition of 
the New Covenant, For though 
Chrilt have done his part in-order to 
our recqyery , yet he hath not done 
ours alld: He hath left us fome- 
thing to do 3 viz. to perform the 
condition of the Goſp:l, We muſt 
have a Faith and Re 
pentance , or elſe we Quid eft igitur 
(hall be excluded from conn = 
the mercy of the Gol- ,inem Chriſto 
pel. Now we cannot credere, # e, 
be id to believe in fidelem Deo 
Chriſt unleſs we do _ m by "oy 
. eiirer vel 
obey him, unleſs we qandata ſers 
receive him as our vare. Sulv, 
Lord ; otherwiſe we de Gub. Pe 
have but fancy for h 2. 
faith- 
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faith, What fays the Scripture in 
this matter ? It tells us, that 
Chriſt being made perfect (or being con- 
ſecrated by his death on the Crots , 
as the Jewiſh Prieſts were conſecrated 
by the Ceremonies of the Law of M>- 
ſes) be became th? Anthor of eternal 
ſalvation unto all them that obey bim, 
Fleb. 5.9. Our Saviour tells us platn- 
ly, He that believeth on the Son bath 
everlaſting life : And be that believ- 
eth not (or as it may be very well ren- 
: dred, ) ve that obey- 
G eme2wy eth not the Son (hall n#t 
Quinon pa- ſeelife; but the wrath 
ge, of God abideth on bim, 
obn 6, 36, 

Another great Hindrance is our 
worldly affairs and bulinels. Our 
Farms and Yokes of Oxcn ; the cares 
of this world , and the deceittulneſs 
of riches , are the great enemies to 
Religion and Amendment of life, 
This covetouſneſs made Judas betray 
our Saviour, and the Phariſces deride 
him, and Demas forſake him , and the 
| young 
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young man go from him ſorrowful,the 
Gadarens weary of him,and the wicked 
world perſecute him in his followers. 
But let ſuch men conſider , how 
ſad a bargain it will be to gain the 
world , and loſe their ſoul. Nothing 
can _ amends for ſuch a loſs : 
We read of one Lyſfi- : 
machus a King , who rpg 
was forced to reign TK 
hisKingdom to his ene- 
mies for ſomething to allay his heat, 


- and ſatishe his thirlt, who when he 


drank, complained of his own cala- 
mity, Who for ſo ſhort a pleaſure 


ſhould be deprived of ſo great a King- 


dom, Well may the ſinner cry out 
then, who for a litt'e wealth or ho- 
nour in this world , hath not only 
deprived himſclt of an cternal King- 
dom , but muſt lie downalfo in end- 
Iſs forrows. How intinitely will 
this perplex him hereafter , when he 
ſhall be in the regions of darkneſs and 
of ſorrow , to think that he ſhould , 
in purſuit of the world , loſe his _ 
an 
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and that at once loſe his ſoul and the 
world too. 

Another Hindrance is an opinion 
that our fins are greater than can be 
forgiven : They have continued (6 
long in their great and *heinous {ins , 
that they fear they are not now within 
the reach of mercy. But ſuch a man 
mult know , 

1, That Gods thoughts are not as 
our thoughts. He tells us , if the 
wicked forſake his way , he will have 
mercy upon him , and he will abux- 
dantly pardon, For , fays he, my 
thoughts are not your thoughts , neither 
are your ways my ways, Iſa. 55.7, 8. 
And certainly there is not leſs mercy in 
the Goſpel, than there was under the 
Law, but more, Thoſe {ins which 
under the Law could not be expiated, 
will under the Goſpel upon our faith 
and repentance be forgiven. This is 
very evident, and St. Panl tells us 
no leſs in theſe words, Þy him all 
that believe are juſtified from all 
things , from which ye conld not be 


juſtified 
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by hearing , and hearing by theword of 
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Juſtified by theLaw of Moſes, Ai.13.395 

2, Chriſt came not to call the 
righteous , but linners to Repentance. 
He came to heal thoſe that were ſick. 
The more ſenlible we are of our ins , 
and ſpiritual maladies , the more need 
have we of a Saviour , and the great- 
er aſſurance that he will receive us, 
Come unto me all ye that labour, 
and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you reſt, Mat. 11.28, And him that 
cometh unto me, 1 will in no wiſe 
caſt out , John 6.37. Thy ſins muft 
not diſcourage thee from coming to 
Chriſt, who came into the world for 
ſuch , and hath received as great fin- 
ners as thou art, as you may ſee1 Cor. 


16. 11. Such were ſome of you, but 


you are waſhed , &c, If thy ſins be as 


ſcarlet, yet if thou art ready to part 


with them , they ſhall become as 


| white as ſnow, 1a, 1. 16, 17,18: 


The laſt Hindrance, and I fear, the 
moſt common,is the neglect of the or- 
dinary means of grace. Faith comes 


God 
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God, Rom. 10. 17, But ſome are 
{o prophane , and ſome fo proud 
that they will not hear at all; And 
tor thoſe that do , yet they take no 
care how they hear: * They neither 
prepare before hand, nor attend in 
the ſervice, nor yet conlider of it at- 
terwards. The Preacher is looked on 
as Lot was by his Sons. As one 
that mocks. And though God have 
written , and we preach the great 
things of the Law, they are counted as 
a ftrange thing, Hoſ. 8. 12, We hear | 
indeed , but we go away and forget 
what mauner of perſons we werez we 
go away , not the wiſer , nor the bet- 
ter for it : And that becauſe we came | 
thither with no hearty delircs to get | 
more knowledge or more grace: 
Should God make a ſearch in one of 
our Aſſemblies , and proceed from 
higheſt to the loweſt, he would, I fear, 
tind but few among us that had been 
upon our knees before we came toge- 
ther to ask his bleſſing upon his 
Word; Few that come with any long- 


ing 


thereby. Perhaps ſome might be tound 
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ing deſires after the ſincere milk of 
Gods Word, that they might grow 


that could not tell for what end they [ 
were come together.And fo long as we | 
are thus careleſs and remiſs in thoſe | 
things which God hath appointed for | 
our Salvation, *tis no wonder we 
proceed tono Reformation, 


